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CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20310 


IN  RCPLY  REFER  TO 


AGAM-P  (M)  (28  Jan  69)  FOR  OT  UT  684158 


3  February  1969 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1968  (U) 


rj,  . 

DISTRIBUTION  c:’  t!:- 

(  Ti-  ■.  ■  ; 

in.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
^•^Ith  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
receipt  of  covering  letter* 

92.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  that  the 
IHrmy  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 


tlcaal 


$ 


3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  In  the 
reports  Is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encourAged  to  recommend  Items  from  It  for  Inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


:^LjLd 


'LJ 


KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 


i;:;  FEB  27 1959 
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MARKING 


The  Classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18 
U.S.C,,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794,  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 

data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  dfcfi- 
nltely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.5.  OoveTihment 
thereby  Incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever*;  and 
the  lact  that  the  Government  may  have  fomulated,  furnished,  or  In  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  In  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  Invention  that 
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liErjJdi JTi  T  Cl'  THIi  ARi.i 

KE/lI/;rARI3RS,  lOTH  CCi-.i  AT  AVij  TIW  LAT'AUON 
ArO  San  Francisco  96377 


AVGD-AE 


9  Koveniber  1968 


SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  196t  RCS  CSFOR-65  (HI)  ('■) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTia; 


1 .  Section  I,  Operations;  Significant  Activities . 

a.  (C)  General.  I’he  irassion  of  the  lOth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
did  not  change  curinf.  this  reporting  pr."iod. 

b.  (U)  Personnel. 

(1)  Although  ar;  infusion  took  pl.-.ce  in  the  last  qu;  rCer  within  the 
10th  Battalion,  the  battclion  suffered  rui  G.'cossivc  loss  of  personnel 
this  r,.ifj"ter.  The  percvntagc  of  loss  to  those  autiiori’cd  by  TOE  during 
the  Augu jt  -  Ocaoter  1968  perioo  is  as  follows: 


Officers:  53. 3i 
Warrant  Officers:  Ho.7,v 


Enlisted  Ken;  36.37 


(6A  iTn.n) 
(65  men) 
(A3 9  men) 


The  10th  Combat  Av:  ation  Battalion  ha  3^  Office  rs,  5^  VJarrant  Of...icc.rs, 
fiid  322  enlisted  i.'cn  DEICS  in  the  r:Oi;th  of  October  alone.  In  the  month 
of  November  the  Battalion  will  losv,  ;  n  additional  12  Officers,  17  V.'arrant 
Officers,  and  151  enlisted  i.icn.  Replacements  have  been,  fer  the  most 
part,  directly  from  flijht  school.  Total  replr.ccments  for  the  quarter 
were  AA  Officers,  63  Wrurant  Officers,  and  356  enlisted  men.  Of  these, 

22  Officers,  A6  l/c.rrant  Officers,  ai.d  225  enlisted  men  arrived  in  the 
iTicnth  of  October  /ilonc. 

(c)  There  continues  to  be  a  need  for  non-rated  supply  officers,  MOS 
761A,  within  the  EattaJ-ion.  The  2A3rd  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 
has  not  been  augmented  with  a  TOE  slot  for  a  supply  officer.  One  company 
is  now  short  a  supply  officer  and  another  company  vd.ll  hEROS  the  supply 
officer  on  12  I'OVviriLcr  1966.  This  results  in  three  aviators  filling 
supply  officer  positions. 

^  DOWNGRAND  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVAIS; 

CONFIDENTIAL  DiciAsariED  aetir  n  years. 
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AVGD-AE  5  Noverabcr  1966 

Sl'DJECTj  Operatii^nal  Rcp-rt  of  lOoh  C'Jinbat  •.virtion  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1566  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(3)  Chonges  in  com. and  ena  prir.-rry  staff  positions  wore  as  follows; 

(  )  On  13  August  196^^-.  H.-vier  ilo'ccrt  E.  H~rris,  076197,  assuirvjd 
ccm.^end  of  the  ASth  Assault  Helicopter  C>..inpany  froiii  llcjcr  Jerry  L.  F:  .ming, 

073'355. 

(b)  On  15  August  1968,  I.ajor  ijidrcw  J,  Miller  Jr.,  0F102760,  assumedi 
oomr.and  of  the  261st  Assault  Helicopter  Coi.iprny  from  LTC  Donald  R, 

Ruskauff,  065371. 

(e)  On  9  Septumber  1966,  M.-^Jor  Jerry  1.  Fleming,  07535.?,  rssuned 
duties  as  the  Battalion  S-3  from  LTC  Ronald  L.  Eeiter,  0I;009663. 

(d)  On  11  Septenber  1966,  Major  Paul  0.  Stringer,  07l;5U2,  cssumed 
cv^Mtnand  of  the  192nd  A.ssf.ult  Helicopter  Company  from  Major  Charles  V.. 
Vjij-ick,  076291;. 

(e)  On  12  S^-pter  bor  1966,  !  ajcr  Claude  T.  Ivey,  0921420,  assumed 
coi.r.and  of  the  52nd  Assault  Helicopter  Company  from  Major  Eugene  G. 

Hilar,  OliOliOlll. 

(f)  On  20  Septoi.bur  1566,  ^.'jc^  Edgorton  T.  Crouuer,  07.3656,  assumed 
coia.iand  of  the  2u3rc)  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  from  Mcj^r  Bobby 
R.  Lathria,  01661057. 

(g)  Cn  23  September  1966,  Major  JUin  B.  Reese,  01i01i3760,  assuiried 
the  duties  as  P'ttallon  S-I4  frem  Captain  James  D.  Covey,  05620130. 

(h)  Cn  26  Octf'ber  1966,  i  ajor  Robert  B.  James,  OF117197,  assumed 
the  duties  as  the  Eatuali.-n  S-1  from  Major  Bobby  K.  Sinclair,  0F109662. 

(i)  On  26  Oct -bor  1566,  C.-.ptain  iJilHnn  D.  Killgcre,  052ii79,  assumed 
the  outies  rs  the  Battalion  S-2  fr-.m  linjor  Pc.trick  D.  Stockton,  055l57l*. 

(6)  Unit  strciu  ths  as  of  31  October  1966.  >(incl  1). 

c.  (C)  Tntelligonco. 

(1)  fliysicr.l  Security}  Continuous  improvement  of  installation 
dcionscs  throughout  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  marked  this 
ruptrtinf  period. 


(e)  Better  quality  p^rii.icter  li{hti.ng  has  been  installed  at  critical 
areas  along  the  sectors  of  the  D<«g  Ba  Thin  perimo'ter  for  which  the 
Battalion  is  responsible.  Ao’ditional  concertina  fencing  has  been  erected 
in  the  Hoacqurrters  aroa, 
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AVGD-iE  ?  ’.'  .  vonb-r  IS'66 

SUBJECT:  Operr.ti  .nal  'cp-'rt  <I  lObh  C  jr.L-.t  ..virti-  n  Er.t:-,alicn  for 
Porioc'  En-.in:  51  Oct  bor  IlCS  nsrOR-65  (P^l)  (U) 

(b)  The  l55t-h  AsnrA.lt  C>.;:prr.y  ot  Ten  he  Thuet,  RW, 

troatly  imprevec  *h.,ir  physical  tcci:rity  facilitios  burinf  the  last 
quarter,  here  ctnctrtina  tsxri  rs  v.o-re  CLr.structoe ,  adc'iti.nal  clay- 
;nore  r.dnes  anc  trip-flares  have  bcci.  positienee  rreunc  the  p>;rir.;ctor, 
new  mb  more  efficient  ncriu.etv^r  li;  htint  was  installed,  and  five  new 
bunkurs  were  c^nstructcc.  A  20  man  nuimentatien  force  wrs  erf  nizec'  and 
cleplayee  to  Ran  Me  Thuet  to  assist  in  the  construction. 

(2 )  Intclli)  once  and  Countor-Intollif ence:  Durinr  this  quarter, 
attacks  on  frier:  ly  installations  lori  initiatci.  mostly  by  local  force 
Viet  Conf . 

(a)  There  vc-re  tvjo  a.ttaicks  on  the  2filst  Assault  Helicopter  Cenpany 
at  Mha  Tranf ,  RVK:  One  morta.r  anb  cno  75rim  rcccilcss  rifle  attack.  The 
first  attack  caused  idncr  damaf  e  to  cno  aircraft.  The  scccna  caused 
nepative  daxiiaf.o. 

(b)  The  ISSth  Assault  Kelic'.ptor  Company  at  Ban  Mo  Thuct,  R'RJ,  was 
attacked  tlirec  tii;e3  durln:  the  quarter:  One  122.™  rocket,  cno  75mm 
recoillcss  rifle,  and  .no  i.urtar  attack  in  c^nj unctio  n  with  a  sappe 
team  probe.  One  aviator  was  sli(.htly  injurcc-  anc  throe  UH-IH  aircraft 
received  riin^r  ^qj:c:c  curinf  the  first  attack.  The  sccenc'.  attack  caused 
minor  oamcfe  to  throe  i+th  Infantry  Division  rircraft,  Abcin  ^ urinf  the 
third  attack  throe  IH-1  circraft  rcc.ivo‘c'  minor  '  amafc.  He  major  dcr.af  od 
to  aircrrft  or  facilities  was  inflictcc.  by  cither  attack. 

(c)  At.  Evasion  anc'  Kscciyo  SOP  has  been  cor.iplctod  mo  ^/crsonnel  arc 
rc'Ccivinp  Incroascd  instructi-  n  on  E  &  E.  The  imipoi-tance  cf  S/JIDl.  is 
tein<  raemphasizoc  .  Pers.  r.nel  leavin;  country  on  R  A  R  receive  a  special 
SABV.  briofinf  prior  to  cc,,rrture. 

d  (C)  Op'orati  :r.s. 

(1)  Plans:  At  the  close  of  the  rep^rtinf  period  the  10th  C..rabat 

Aviation  Battalion  is  inf  and  ccurc  inatinf  the  missions  of  its 

assifTied  units  frem  its  base  csiiip  at  Dcnf,  Bva  Thin,  RVN.  The  Forward 

Tactical  Oi'erafci  ns  Center  wr.s  bispl,  cea  t>.  Ban  Ko‘  Thuot  on  2i*  Aufust 

1568  to  cemnano  rnd  control  17th  Cor,-, tat  Aviation  Group  assets  coininitted 
to  Task  Force  Speller,  v.'ith  the  teminati..n  of  Task  Force  Spoiler  on 
27  October  196C,  the  Ferwaro  TOC  was  returnee  to  Dcnf  Ba  Thin  on  29 
October  1968 . 

(2)  Operations:  Ttoits  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  continue 
to  provide  avaauicn  sup.  ert  throu:  heut  the  seven  southern  i^rcvincos  of 
the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  Battedion  continues  its  supjort  to  Task 
F^rce  South,  a  Joint  US,  IJlVli  of’eration  in  the  Lalat,  Eau  Loc,  Rirn  Thiet 
area,  supf  ortinf  ARVN  Ran. '.r  and  Infantry  units  in  edoition  to  sup.  ort 
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AVGD-^JE  N.vu..ti.r 

SUBJECT J  Operational  Report  of  10th  CoMbat  A-vintion  Eattelion  for 
Period  5ncd.ng  31  October  1566  nCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

provided  to  the  5th  ROK  Infantry  Pi vision  (White  Horse);  the  22nd  and 
23rd  AlVK  Divisions;  Sth  Special  Forces  and  general  support  miesions 
throughout  the  Tattalion  area  of  operation.  Mo  unit  displacements  have 
^■n  j^rrco  v't  rinij  t:.e  quartea  The  92nd  iss-ult  Helicopter  Cor^pany 
continues  to  maintain  a.  base  cemp  at  Dong  ha  Tfdn  but  supports  elements 
of  Task  Force  South  from  its  forward  area  located  at  Pao  Loc,  The 
Battalion  coordinated  aviation  support  of  Task  Force  Spoiler  at  Ban  Me 
Thuot  provided  by  elements  of  the  52nd  Cembat  Aviation  Battalion  and 
26Cth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  of  the  17th  Coriibat  Aviation  Croup.  Task 
Force  Spoiler  was  formed  in  the  early  hours  of  the  Battle  of  Due  Lap  and 
10th  Ca.ibat  Aviation  Battalion  was  tasked  to  provide  tho  Aruy  Aviation 
Blement  to  coordinate  overall  aviation  rssets. 

(a)  Operational  results  of  support  to  Task  Force  Ipoiler  by  17th 
Conbr.t  Aviation  Croi  p  elements  unocr  the  opers'-tional  control  of  the  10th 
Co;  trt  Avi,  tion  Battalion  arc  as  shownj 

Sorties  Troops  Cargo  Lifted  Enery  Structures  Sampans 

Flown  Lifted  (tons) _  KBA  Dam  Pest  Dam  Pest 

6;766  t,688  tftreonfimed  0  0 

(b)  Operations  of  the  lifth  Assault  Helicopter  Company;  The  kith 
AHC  continued  its  direct  support  role  of  the  5th  ROK  Infantry  Division 
incluc.\ing  command  snd  control;  daily  resupply;  comtat  assaults;  cactrac- 
tionS;  administrative  troop  laoveinc-ntS;  nP  transport,  cenvey  cover, 
rooonntlssenco;  and  A-otiool  emergencies.  Support  vas  also  rendered  on 
an  Indivldurl  request  b; ?is  to  US  and  ARTT?  units.  The  missions  included 
r.iedicrl  ovrcucticn,  gunsiiip  support  rnd  assistmeo  to  outlying  tutposts. 
During  the  quert^  r,  the  Bhitc  Horse  ROK  Infantry  Division,  supported  by 
the  68 th  AFC,  killed  550  enemy  and  captured  lii.  'Jeepens  erpt-ured;  213 
gren'dos,  130  sr...'ll  ems,  10  nr.chino  guns,  9  mertcjrs,  5  B-UO  reckets,  i; 
radios  rnd  22,321  rounds  <.t  srar.ll  cxr.;3  ami.iunition.  A  total  of  32,577 
sertics  were  fl-wn,  51,379  troops  trensportud  and  2,605  ttns  of  cargo 
lifted  by  the  1.8th  AHC.  F  ro  than  21(00  troops  ^.f  the  28th  ROK  Infantry 
Regiment  werC'  airlifted  by  the  1.8th  AHC  during  offensive  operations  in 

t!..  R-'  i:  _ntV  resulting  in  26  VC  KIA,  1  PCW,  and  the  capture  of 

ll(  small  arms  rnd  10  gTonrdes.  Fore  than  3000  troops  of  the  29tb  R<Sl 
Infantry  Regiment  were  cdrlifted  by  the  l(8th  AHC  during  offensive 
operations  in  the  29th  Aegimont’s  AO,  resulting  in  22  VC  KI/.  and  tho 
capture  ^f  12  small  ams  rnd  22  grenades.  Nine  Viet  Cong  were  returned 
tc  g  .^vcmr.ient  c  ntr'l  under  the  "Open  Arms"  pr<-grain.  Over  11(00  treeps  of 
the  30th  ROK  Infantrj’  Regiment  wore  rlrliftcd  by  the  l(6th  /*HC  during 
offensive  eperatiens  in  the  30th  Rcfiment’s  AO  resulting  in  92  VC  KU. 
and  tho  capture  wf  12  small  ams  rnt-  19  grenades.  In  addition  all  three 
ret  iiiionts  particlprtod:  in  a  division  sized  airr.iobile  assault*  This 
operation  ''DliKI.  MA  9”  w  s  precev^'cd-to’  c  cgtceptive  combat  assault  west  of 
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SUBJtjCTi  Operations.!  .eport  of  10th  Coritat  J.viation  Eattalion  for 
Period  Lncinf-,  31  October  1906  ’CS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (T') 


Dong  6a  Thin.  On  13  October  1966,  "EkD;:  ik  9"  started  with  an  airmobile 
assault  on  the  "Grand  Sorjnet**,  DP  9(9 ‘5'-  and  other  mountains  south  of  ilia 
Trang,  by  Uie  30th  P.0;  Infantry  Pofin-.ent.  The  attack  was  b;  eked  up  by  a 
coordinated  ground  assault  by  the  26th  and  29th  rrginients  to  sc-l  off  the 
base  of  the  mountain  cor.plex.  The  purposo  of  this  mission  was  to  close 
tdth  and  destro;  the  enemy  that  has  dom-in  ted  the  area  for  several  years. 
On  16  Octobi-r  1966,  99  barrels  of  dii.sol  fuul  wtro  cropped  by  DF-l  into 
cn  area  apprcacimately  300  lueters  by  100  ri..tcrs  to  be  ignit..a  by  TAG  air 
droppint,  np.pa.lm  to  bum  away  the  vepetation  and  expose  the  c.-vc  entrances 
for  ec8>'  entry,  but  this  ellort  f;iluc  beC'usu  the  fuel  did  net  bum, 

’(Sciu  Ix-ssons  L>.arned  G..ctlon  II).  On  22  October,  CS  bombs  were  dropped 
by  UII-lP  on  encmj'  positions  in  aui  effort  to  force-  hiiii  to  tjcpose  hirasclf . 
This  tactic  also  fa.ilec  bcc'usc  the-  homcmajae  duvic^s  nia.lfunctioned,  (See 
Section  IT,  Lessons  L-.amed).  'ho  cpe-ra.tion  achle^xd  the  follovlng 
re-sultsj  360  VC  KIA,  9  PO’7,  c.'ptrredj  92  sn.-ll  arms,  3/62iion  mortars, 
6/6O111A  mortars,  9/T-hO  rockets,  2/H]r<'3,  S/U'C-'s,  i*/AR's,  22,321  rounds 
of  snail  ams  axaiunition,  8U  rounds  cl  misccllaneeus  rjnnunition,  I60 
hand  frcn.ad.  s,  U  radios,  22  rifle  r.  n.-dcs,  ajid  19  prctv.ctivc  masks. 

The  ii6th  AI’C  ncvvid  li,367  tre-.ps  curing  the  operation.  The  la6th  AHC  also 
accounted  fer  12  cnv.r^'’  killed  by  :ir  during  the  quarter. 


(c)  Oper.'.tiens  ..f  the  92nd  .'-s.s-r.ult  Helicopter  Cer.pany:  The  prir-ory 
jrdssien  ef  the-  unit  continue:,  t..  b.,  general  sup.crt  cf  the-  II  Corps 
Tactic,-  !  Sene.  This  iiiissien  tir.ie  v-as  divided  between  ei.rcct  support  tc 
Task  Fercc  South  end  general  support  r.iissions  t..  IFFV.  Fine  lift  ships 
anc.  fs'Ur  gunships  were  c  .nmitted  te  TF  S.uth  fri  m  1  Axigust  thr’  ugh  2$ 
Oct-berj  when  the  Ceini;iittnent  was  reduced  by  three  lilt  ships  and  two 
guiiShipB*  Those  TF  S  Uuh  units  included  the  2nd  AHV1-*  Ranger  Group,  2nd 
Battalion,  503  Infantiy,  173rd  /iirberne  Eriga.ee,  3rc'  SpeciaJ.  Fercos  units 
enc  RF/iT  units  in  Lan  D^ng  (Bae  Lvc)  and  Truyen  Due  (Drlat)  Prcvinces. 
The  92nd  frequently  lift^;  a.s  many  as  1,000  (’3  and  ARVi'’  br.;eps  cn  simutan 
Ceus  lifts.  The  unit  was  augnentee.  by  me-  iun  helic:  ptors  f  the  2L3rd 
IvSHC  on  these  occassi_ns.  The  92n'  .'HC  previ.'.ea.  daily  supp-.rt  in  the 
fv.nn  efj  Ce-mmana’  and  c- ntrcl  'ircraft,  tr- .p  lift,  cxtra.ctims,  Cembat 
assaults,  reSupply,  laed.ical  ev.acu;  ti  ns,  idRF  inserti  ns  and  c-xtrf.ctif.ne, 
"Sneepy"  iiiissi  ns,  cenv  y  c  .vcr,  ane  gunship  supe^rt.  During  tho  period 
many  VIP's  were  tr:nEp.rte<  ,  inclu- ing  the  Secretary  ef  the  Navy  and 
Ce'neral  Creifht-.n  L.  ..brae is.  The  unit  flew  3,21*9  h..ur8,  3,559  tasks, 
9jl|l2  sorties,  13,610  tr^v  ps  were  lifted,  269  tens  of  cangc  hauled,  1*3 
iiiedical  cvacurtions  pcrf-..rT,:cd,  and;  expended  236,700  7.62r,ir.  r.und.s,  1,736 
r.jckt'ts,  end  2,3(U  l*0m  renri  cs  f-.r  TF  S  uth.  In  addition,  tho  92nd  liHC 
flew  support  f-.r  D3A  II  C^rps  (^a..  L;.c,  Phan  Ran( ,  Dalat,  and  Nha  Tran^), 
f'ACV  Navy,  anc"  the  I6th  Eni  inoer  PriFadc  ,  The  92nd  luHC  flew  2,166  hours, 
2,363  tasks,  6,276  sorties,  9207  tr-eps  were  lifted,  193  tens  -^f  cargo 
haule-c'.,  28  mecical  cva.cua.ti'.ns  pcrf-'mcc ,  and  uxpondv.i'  157,600  ru:k<,ts 
anc.  1,590  l*0nm  r.uncs  in  supcort  -.f  these  activities.  Tlic  unit's  gun- 
ships  also  augmented  the  l55th  iHC  guns  durint  the  la.ttv.r  part  uf  this 
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(d)  Operatione  of  the  l5Sth  Assault  Helicopter  Gon.p^:  Thle 
quarter  was  characterized  by  ^  uJh  Infantry 

SriSlS”oSKtror,r‘'”«rL  n'^or  end  plnt.«n  ■«! 

wer»  teconpUehod.  Durlne  periods  bct».icn  Ufts,  sl^ort 

iTf+n  in  ui  t^on.  ChuO  .'.CO  ;nd  nun'-croua  flights  for  Spool. a  ^  v  ^ 
hours  on  23  August  1966,  the  Battle  of  Buc  Lap  began. 
Thi^lSSth^AHcf  tienty-fivo  miles  northeast,  hr.d  gunships  on  s^rUon 
Snipes.  JdnUnnons  ^sod  nclld.g«r  sup^r  - 

sXlSi  «n,  hits  end  3  wor.  lost  -o  to  cno«  r,otl„. 
SSnoit  ond  control  olrlltt,  contet 

snips,  eonsnlps.  troop  Ult8,  ^r.^ttoM,^^  convey  cov.r,  end  Vlf  llithts 

eli:  IhslVrolss  ihc  IKt.,  ptrlW 

ineludsd  tronsportinG  Prosidont  Thicu,  hu  ot.l.  , ,  o*"  ^  „  ..mrs 

,,v,4*  ft  flew  6693  hours,  21,22U  sorties,  3t>ouz  p.-Swcnt  vrs 

SftU  739  Jis  of  errto  i^ulcd,  72  nedwvro's  were  porfonr.od,  aid  the- 
lifted,  739  w  *  '  killed.  These  achievements  were 

1-1  fiiii-inc  7.iSir 

seriously  woundec.  At  0700  ho\^8  _on  /Ithou'h  one  of 

shot  down  while  erK  ftini  hostilo  lorccs  .t  Due  ^p.  ^ 

the  crew  was ■  seriously  wounded  they  J  ^  ht^ rounds  of  sSll  arms 
friendlj’  com.pound  100  meters  away.  ^ 

r^i  nircr-ft  fire  were  rec  ived  that  uay.  The  .ollowUnc  ary  a 
end  brouht  doTJi  by  enemy  ..unners  at 

Dli^°Lrr'^‘1he' 'fi^r. Jt^rashei  .and  burned  slth  fpur  passencor  fat^tlos. 
Due  Lr.p.  me  .arcr.ae  .  o^n  ko  Thuot.  Sove-n  aircraft 

The  crew  wca  rescucc.  .-ni  v-vaevat..  .  26  .lu  ust,  Camp  Coryell, 

.ore  hit  on  the  2U^_ot  ..u._nst  ‘4®  rod^s  0,-rc-coiuo.s 

Ssl  Si.  ™  “d  too  ISSto  c.,.oo.«l  VT.  .-into  stojoctoo  to  s 
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122Din  rocket  attack.  I'.  cnty  rounds  foil,  ’-nflictLiii-;  n;in.  r  injuri.-s  to  5 
pcraonnel  from  support  units  nio  incurring  minor  ermage  to  throo  Uth 
Infantry  Division  UH-1  aircreft.  At  1100  hours,  8  September,  on  a 
return  flight  from  Due  Lap,  the  23rd  Sunior  Advisor's  aircrrXt 
was  forced  down  eue  bo  unknown  causes,  "^hc  aircraft  ertshed  and 
burned  on  impact  end  all  aboard  ptrashod  except  the  two  enlisted 
crowirionbers,  who  were-  seriously  injured.  General  Psi,  the  23rd  AllWi 
Division  CoTiinandor,  and  Colonel  S.'^gc,  the  23rd  ARTi!  Senior  Advisor, 
wore  listed  rjr.ong  the  dead.  On  the  aiternoon  of  23  September,  while 
engaged  on  a  CA  in  tho  Due  Le.p  area,  a  UH-IH  was  downed,  by  enciry  fire  in 
a  lending  acne.  No  one  was  injured  ir  the  crash  but  rn  aviator  vrr.s 
slightly  irv;iurcd  by  a  mortm  round..  The  aircr.-ft  was  e.saroyed  by 
fire  end  the  crew  was  not  extracted  until  Sv-veral  hours  later  due  to 
Intenso  oueny  fire.  At  0220  hours,  U  October,  Camp  Coryell  was  again 
subjecto,"  to  a  hestilo  attack.  Forty  rounds  cf  60rai  mortars  and.  U  B-1*0 
rockets  fell  on  or  n^er  the  ccanpouncl.  Three  aircraft  were  slightly 
dfjna.ged  and  miner  ■  ama(A  '■^tls  inflicted  ta  the  cempeuncl.  Durin  the 
attack  a  sapper  team  of  two  men  penetrr.tcc  the  cuter  western  perimeter. 
VJhen  they  attemptc'  to  cut  the  inner  fence,  fuards  on  Post  #5  heard 
the  noise  and  fired,  a  hand  flare.  They  sighted,  the  team  ant.  cng.i'gcd 
them  with  K-60  machine  guns.  The  sappers  disappeared  into  the 
imderbrush,  leaving  trails  of  blood.  Eneny  casualties  could ,nct  be 
deteA'iiiinsd  . 

(o)  Operations  of  the  192nd  Assault  Helicopter  Caapanyj  The 
primaiy  mission  of  the  192nd  AKC  remaincc.  the  direct  support  of  the 
V506  Infantry,  lolst  Airborne  Division  (Aiitnobllo)  in  AO  McClain. 

Support  was  also  rcnccrod  tc.  D3A  II  Corps  and  recurring  missiens  wore 
for  Dalat  liACV,  ihan  Rang  MACV,  Phan  Thiot  lACV  nne’,  the  5th  Battalicn 
27th  XiTtillory.  Ne  major  •--pcr-  tlcns  were  ccnductcd  in  ^.urust.  On  the 
25th  of  August  a  major  contact  w-"s  made  with  an  estimated  battalion  cf 
VC.  The  192nd  AHG  moved  2  companies  intc  the  vicinity  of  8II6  to 
reinforce  elements  from  Blnh  Thuan  Sectlcn.  Gunships  were  used  in  suppr¬ 
ession  of  the  enemy.  Tha  lift  was  completed  by  1625  hours.  TJie  2U3rd 
ASHC  assisted  in  airlifting  the  compaxiics.  Shortly  after  tho  insertion 
a  night  resupply  was  conducted  tc  supply  grouid  forces  with  ammunition 
and  flares.  Tho  remainder  of  the  quarter  saw  light  action  in  areas  of 
Operation  McClain.  Most  combat  as.'aults  wtxc  platoon  sized  and  few 
exceeded  company  size.  The  only  m  jor  cdrll.t  wr.s  mace  cn  11  Oct  68. 

It  consisted  of  eleriients  from  the  3/506th  Infantry  and  tho  WVith  /JIVN 
Infantry  Pattalion.  The  lift  be[an  at  O6OO  hours  with  an  element  of 
the  3/506  Infantry  securing  a  terrain  feature  at  AN  0533  for  a  fire 
support  base.  After  crmpletion  of  tho  FSB  move,  elements  i>f  the  3/506th 
were  lifted  into  ennpany  sieo  AO's.  The  li/lji^th  /JIVN  was  then  lifted 
in  to  ccnplcto  the  joint  US  ARVH  operation.  Op  rations  fr-m  2?  through 
31  October  were  3cvi.rcly  hamporcc’  by  fuel  c-.ntcmina.tion  f  ,und  in  192nd 
aircraft.  During  this  period  the  c-ompaiy  was  capable  of  limited 
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support  only.  The  392nd  AKC  lissioiis  consisted  of  combat  assaults, 
dailj'  resupply,  inaertiona  and  extractions,  convoy  cover,  g\inshlp 
support,  liiRP  displac orient,  and  flare  crops.  During  this  quarter 
the  192nd  acccmplished  the  foUowingi  30,964  troops  liftea.  It, 719 
sorties  llown,  748  tons  lifted,  14  structures  donated,  6  sampans 
destroyed,  and  12  onony  kUlcd.  The  192nd  flew  6,220  hours  in  support 
of  these  eictlvltios. 

(f)  Operations  of  the  2Mst  Assault  Holicoptcr  Coiiprny:  The 
2tlst  AH  C  continued  in  its  primary  ndstion  of  general  support  to  the 
II  Corps  Tactical.  Zone.  A  8^.conaary  misfilon  durinp  this  period  was 
dlr  .ct  support  of  tho  5th  Spcci.-'l  Forces  (  Project  Delta  ).  During  too 
quartor  the  281et  AHC  rctlvelj  sup^jorted  Task  Force  South,  Task  Force 
Spoiler,  Detachment  B-20  and  Coripany  "E*'  20th  Infantry  in  AU  Green. 

Costal  support  missions  throughout  II  Corps  were  also  flown.  The 
2tlot  AHC  lift  o'jrcraft  flaw  4015  hours,  had  2014  tasks,  flew  12,663 
sortiea,  lifted  25,162  passengers  and  186  tons  of  cargo,  and  performed 
4  medical  evact^ations.  The  unit  had  6  lift  ships  hit  iy  hostile 

fire  during  the  period.  Gunships  accounted  for  1197  hours,  667  tr.ske, 

1615  sortloa,  75  eneny  killed,  51  structures  and  4  sampans  destroyed, 

A  total  of  461,750  small  arms  rounds,  2,376  rockets  and  3,682  40inn 
gronadoB  wore  expended.  Four  gru)3h;-ps  were  hit  by  ground  fire  with 
no  losses. 

(g)  Op-.rations  of  tho  243rd  Asrault  Support  Holicoptcr  Componys  The 
243rd  ASHC  continued  in  support  cf  Task  Force  South  with  an  average  of  5 
aircraft  cantdttcd  daily.  F^^ur  aircraft  wore  ellv.ca,tcd  to  laiits  in  the  Bao 
Loc/Dalat  .aroa  in  support  of  the  173rd  Brigade.  Ono  aircraft  vas  omplcyod 
in  support  of  the  3/506th,  101st  Airb-rne  Division  (Ainr.cbile),  in  AO 
McClain  in  the  Phan  Thlet  area.  Adclti^.nrl  supp  rt  wps  rendered 

to  tho  9th  RC®  Infantry  Division,  the  4th  Infauitiy'  Divisi  n,’ COORDS,  5th 
Spociil  Forces,  and  Darlr.c  Province  K'.CV,  The  243rd  ASHC  augumented  the 
lift  copabillty  of  the  assault  heLicepter  c.inpanios  of  the  10th  Combet 
Aviation  Battali  on.  Missions  consisted  v  f  C'.mtat  ;  ss-  ults,  roeupply, 
fire  bass  moves,  rofiigee  i-eloc'-tlcn,  logistic  operations,  sna  taotical 
emurgoncies.  Sixteen  UH-i  aircraf  t  were  rocevoTed  by  the  243rc'  ASHC 
during  the  quarter.  CH  20  Oct  ibex,  between  0700  and  0730  hours, 

CH-47A  #66-19053  disappeared  enrtute  to  Ban  Me  Tnuot.  The  last  report 
from  tho  aircraft  commando r  fixed  his  position  as  snnowhtro  in  tho  Ninh 
Hca  Valley  c  ijostorly  course.  Ko  lurth..r  transmissions  were  roceivod. 
Search  and  rcscuo'  r,  (toe-ia  wero  hafiipe-rou  by  worth..r  for.  throe  days.  An- 
intensive  search  anc  rescue  wns  c;>n(.uctec  by  the  OS  Anry  end  ;j.r  Force 
wh^.re  weather  p^mdtted.  Jiu  trace  of  th  aircraft  has  been  found  and  too 
crew,  of  five,  is  ir.issing  in  action.  Urn  c , aircraft  sustained  12  hits  by 
enemy  small  arms  fire.  One  a.vi;tor  was  w  ended  and  ovacua.ted  to  Japan. 

The  243rd  ASKC  flow  3715  h-iirs  and  10.596  s'-rti^s.  lifted  30,027  troops, 
and  hauled  13,128  tons  cargo. 
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SUBJECTi  Oportti  m,l  r{>^p  rt  .i  ICth  C,iiLnt  n  Datt&Ujn  for 

Krit^  lii'lrit,  31  Octvbor  1965  HC3  C3FOa--5  (HI)  (U) 

(h)  Operational  Raaulta  (Incl  2)* 

••  (U)  Training. 

(1)  Training  haa  bean  characterized  thia  quarter  by  Increaaed  tnnpha.ia 
on  arlatioD  training,  particularly  on  rulua  of  ongrfemoni  end  gunahip  cra.< 
dutiaa.  Formal  clraaoa  on  tho  rulua  of  engrgoif.(.nt  end  tunahip  crow  dutioa 
hovo  boon  added  to  required  troinirig  aubjecta.  Unit  comnendura  arc  including 
in  oOBnend  Informrllon  clcoo.a  clocuealons  on  ruluo  of  cng{g,ciTiwnt  at  loaat 
ouae  monthly  In  rdciltion  to  a  one  tlnu  cl^aa  conductud  for  all  poroonnol 
thia  quertor.  iddltlonrl  >tiph'al8  h/ia  tcun  pi;  cud  on  thu  soloction  end 
training  of  tunahip  irowa  pei^iculorly  in  crew  dutluB  and  ttj'i  ot  cnE.rgcmnt. 
Added  to  tho  90  dty  atinctrcLltctlon  chuCk  rido  la  rn  ocaiitln'.tlon  of  tho 
gunahip  oroWB  r>rollcioncy,  end  kriowl.--<4o  of  oqulimunt  end  aj’ntcns,  by  o 
quallfi'jd  gunnery  instructor  I'ilot.  Ceau^JLtloa  to  friendly  forces  will  bo 
eliminated  na  a  result  of  the  training  being  conductwd* 

(2:)  St'nclMdlz.'.tioni  The  Battalion  Stand ordlzi lion  Instructor  Pilot 
waa  raplicea  curing  Aug'  at.  Kreciuoiit  llaieon  and  training  vlalta  varo  mw  © 
to  the  ofltiponlcc  curing  tlic  qu*a*tur.  A  etrn'.  m’lzrtlon  guide  on  UH-1 
cruMPOBber  dutici,  information  on  uac  of  the  I'K-IC  hyca'T.ulic  aicunulrtor 
fine  c.  50  qucatlon  uxrjninr.tion  for  the  wore  fomulatod 

end  rcproeuoe^  lor  the  caip  nieo.  The  e;'<jnlnetlon  for  the  III-IC  la 
being;  oopio'  by  tho  let  Aviation  brig'^e  to  bu  utillei-  b}'  cll  F^rig'.'.o 
unlta.  humeroua  aton'. oji.ia/  tlon  r''-blic- tlwna  orn/ Irdormrtlon  from  Fort 
Rucker,  UO/kRV,  lat  AvlL.tion  F.'rl.g^.e,  17Ut  Cotr.brt  Avlftlon  Croup,  one  tho  10th 
Conbet  Aviation  liattallon  v'ero  rJnodl«6ontn.'it>.'J.  'J'hlrty-flvo  6IJ’  rnC  11 'a 
wore  quf.liflok  by  tho  ic.Vt.-.llon  SJP'c,  in  .ddltlon  to  afJaili'lBterlnf,  thlrty- 
flvu,  nlrcrrlt  coM,rnder',  Iti  country  orlwntntl  on,  :nd  90  dey  chuck  ri' oa. 
Apin’caelii/ tcly  200  houre  w.re  flowa  in  aui  port  of  t.iuou  aftlvj,tl.,B» 

Incraaoed  cTiphceli  vr.e  placed  on  otrn(J4r(ilzatl<.n  'nd  Instructor  pilot 
quail ficat.tm  throughout  the  q'i'.rtcr. 

(3)  fliBTWXler-  of  unit  tirlnint  •nii'OBia  arc  dlocusced  In  paragrrphfl 
bolowi 

(a)  WtJi  Aasr.ult  ll'.llcjptur  Cs  p-nj'!  The  tralnlrq;  protrer:  hot*  been 
geared  to  provide  replacement a,  roquirod  u/lentaticn  within  the  flrat 
week  in  oowtry.  On  th^  Jub  trilning  hra  hoc'  epoci^J.  onphoaia.  Cumfird 
infsnnation,  character  guidanco,  oocape  and  evasion  on'.  CTR  clauaoa 
have  boett  conducted.  Supplesiantnl  trcdnlng  uuch  as  the  esipluyti<.nt  of 
flarea  and  cirergw  I'utioo  wee  acc  wipllaho. . 

(h)  92nd  Aaaault  Hcllcuptor  Cupipfnyi  The  Iotl  e  turnuver  cf 
poraonnal  durlrq  th«  qu.-a’tvr  require'"  apecJ'l  eiiiAujiln  on  replaccnunt 
training.  Special  OMj'hr'usia  was  placed  or  training  of  unit  in^^tructer 
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pilots.  CPe  stemdardization  rjid  one  jjistructor  pilot  wfs  trained. 
Orientation,  90  dry  standardization,  rnd  trrjialtion  training  into 
gunships  occcninted  for  the  llili  hours  flov.-n  in  aviation  training. 

(c)  155th  Assault  Helicopter  Cooipaayj  Avirtlon  training  included 
erplcypiont  of  flare  ships,  qualification  of  aircraft  coitanrnders,  admin'- 
istrrtion  of  quarterly  check  rides,  and  on  the  job  trrlning  for  crewmembors 
and  maintenance  personnel.  iJl  other  trrining  requiromonts  wero  met  ciid 
supplciRicntal  classes  in  many  areas  were  conducted. 

(d)  \9ixvi  Assault  Helicopter  Conpeny*  Scheduled  clas&es  in  cctnpl- 
lencc  with  directives  from  hl§hcr  headquertors  have  continued  throughout 
the  period.  In  August,  aviation  training,  character  guidance,  counrnd 
infomatlon,  siurvivrl,  civil  affaire,  safeguarding  defonae  information, 
rnd  Sentry  duty  clr-ssos  wero  conducted.  During  the  rest  of  tho  quarter 
training  in  tho  Cod®  of  Conduct,  Geneva  Conventions,  weapons  qualification, 
survival,  escape  and  evasion,  ^'nd  CFR  was  accenplished. 

(o)  Zhlst  iiBscult  Helicopter  Coiiiptnyj  Aviation  training  w.a  influvneed 
by  chc  rotation  of  many  experienced  pcrscnnol  to  CCKUS.  As  a  result, 
extensive  tr.-lning  was  accomplished  to  raise  tho  experience  level.  Training 
w' B  conductod  in  night  up^:ratiens,  including  cenbat  assaults,  and  identifi¬ 
cation  and  engagement  of  targets.  Classes  on  flight  seXety  rnd 
standardization  flights  were  also  conducted.  Other  training  included 
CBR,  weapens  safety  rnd  hrjxiling,  first  -id,  escape  and  evasion, 
character  guidance,  end  surv  val. 

(f)  2h3rd  /isai'ult  Support  Helicopter  Company:  Iiuring  the  quarter, 
throe  Btfndrrd  RAi  Instrua.cnt  tickets  and  thfoo  tccticrl.  ’RA;  instrument 
tickets  wore  rene^icd.  Chock  rides  were  administered  by  tho  10th  CcmVct 
Aviation  Pc.ttnlion  SIP,  unit  SIT  and  unit  IP's.  Six  newly  arrived  aviators 
were  signed  off  as  op. . ration  Uy  qua.lified.  One  unit  SIP  and  two  IP's 
wero  trainoa.  Sight  c-viators  were  i.r.de  aircraft  connrnd,.r3.  The  unit 
continued  its  cross  trci.rl.ng  of  ncn-rvlator  crcwrucnbers.  Gualific'tions 
in  indl'.'icual  rnd  crew  sc^'.^e  w.r.pons  w-.rc  c-ccmpllahcd.  Monthly  classes 
in  standardization  and  safety  were  conducted.  All  training  requirements 
in  non-cvlatlon  subjects  wore  also  met, 

f ,  (U)  Logistics. 

(1)  IjiJor  logistics  efforts  aurlng  this  reporting  perjod  have  been 
dlrectod  toward* 

(t)  Dust  euprossl.n  and  suil  stablization 
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(b)  Raplr.cint  unscrvice'tl,.  tentage  at  ilim  Thii.t  with  VIAPTOC  buildings 
with  octal  rocf  rnd  vccxi  floor 

(c)  ImproTing  overall  ualntenoncc  opera tion  . 

(d)  Procurement  and  issue  of  nomex  flight  suits,  flight  gloves,  nnd 
flight  helmets o 

(e)  Supporting  the  novaucnt  .£  the  1st  Cavalry  rivisl.n  (Airmobile) 
tliTuugh  the  battrllon  ,  rer.  of  operation 

(2)  PQLj  500  barrels  of  pens  prime  has  been  shipped  to  Ihan  Thiet 
for  duat  suppression.  Hoccessary  reQu,.sts  have  been  submitted  for  a  more 
permanent  type  soil  stablijation,  and  is  r.walting  USi/JiV  apprevaj..  250 
barrels  of  pona  prime  was  ordered  for  Ban  Kc  Thuot  whore  an  effective 
program  in  dust  suppression  has  been  initiated. 

(3)  Scrvlccsf  Efforts  rxo  being  made  to  replace  general  purpose  tents 
of  the  192nd  Assault  Helicopter  Coj.iprny  At  Ihan  Thict  with  metal  covered 
WABTOC  buildings.  A  plan  has  been  approved  by  the  Him  Thiet  Base  Develop¬ 
ment  Board  for  this  project  and  a  request  for  construction  has  been  submitted 
to  USARV, 

(U)  lialntcnanccs  A  CIU  team  was  l>-rmcd  at  battalion  level  and  all 
units  have  been  visited.  Thi  s  type  of  assistance  has  prevud  most  effective 
in  educating  now  p  'Sonne],  and  nrlntonnncc  wJ.thin  the  battalion  has 
improved.  Return  \xsits  have  reflected  a  marked  impri. vcment  over  Initirl 
visits,  liaintenmcc  persvmncl  now  seek  the  help  cf  the  tcaja  in  setting 
up  and  maintaining;  better  Pli’a,  T/iERS  forms  and  schi^duled  maintenance. 

A  lateral  parts  search  by  tho  battalion  teem  has  rcsultcc  in  reducing 
down  time  on  ground  support  cqui;jt,:.nt  and  vehicles, 

(5)  Supply*  Nomex  flitht  clothing  has  been  receive^',  by  the  battalicji 
S-li  and  is  being  issued  to  ail  corai  'nics.  P  ^mox  flight  plcvcs  and  sun 
glasses  continue  tc  present  a  problem.  Every  effort  is  being  made  through 
channels,  to  draw  n  mex  l^^ves  or  an  acce'ptable  substitute,  and  sun  g  lassos. 

(6)  Support*  The  S-li  ■'action  is  presently  6up>')rtinf  the  movement  of 
the  Ist  C^avrlry  Dl-vision  v.  irmobile),  which  starts  26  October  1968,  -Three 
additional  mini  pt.rts  were  set  up  at  Den;  Ba  Thin  end  nine  additional 
refueling  points  at  flicn  Thiet.  Hot  meals,  transient  billets  end  aircraft 
parts  are  provided  on  an  as  needed  basis  as  well  as  aircraft  recovery. 

The  operation  to  date  has  been  smooth  with  no  dlfflcul'-ies  encountered. 
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(])  The  192nd  /JiC  experienced  a  complotc  grounding  of  rll  its  oporct- 
ional  aircraft.  Over  an  olcvon  dey  period  acven  precautionary  landings 
were  executed  resulting  from  a  myatcrioue  croaioo  of  engine  power.  Fuel 
filters  and  fuel  control  servo  filters  were  inspected  in  these  aircraft 
and  found  to  cont^  dirt,  rust  and  in  ecRLe  cases  a  slime  like  substance. 
Refueling  frera  tl»  mini  port  was  terminated  until  the  fuel  could  be  analyzed 
for  contciuinatlon.  Semples  were  taken  fren  each  of  the  aircraft  and 
storage  tanks  locctod  on  tho  booch.  The  fuel  analysis  laboratory  found 
all  samples  wore  on  grade  except  for  samples  taken  from  the  botton  of  the 
storage  tanks,  which  hod  some  salt  water  contamination.  Fuel  colls  wore 
Gxominod  nnd  aovcral  aircraft  wore  discovered  to  have  residue  in  tho  colls 
that  scorned  to  be  hold  to  the  bottom  by  a  slisy  substance  nlmllior  to 
that  found  In  the  filters.  Samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Jjnsy 
Floating  Aircraft  Maintcnaco  Facility  in  Vung  Tau,  Initial  oboervations 
of  those  saaples  incicated  that  a  fungus  or  yeast  was  presort.  To  this 
date  there  hrs  been  no  growth  from  these  samples  under  lab  concltlcns, 
consequently  it  has  not  been  ostabllshed  that  there-  was  organic  matter 
present.  Hcmoval  of  this  fuel  coll  centamin-tion  wss  done  using  np,.roxl- 
matcly  20  gallons  .f  isopropyl  olchol  per  aircraft  and  JP-2t.  Since  all 
fuel  cells  have  been  clucnod  there  have  boon  no  engine  prcblei.is  slmlliar 
to  those  prior  to  the  grounding  of  aircraft. 

(6)  The  100  h  ,ur  inspocticii  of  tail  rotor  hubs  continues  to  plegiic 
\inlt  availability  with  excessive  down  time  at  the  periodic  inspection. 

Twice  during  tho  quarter  tho  general  mipport  unit  has  had  work  stoppage, 
while  awaiting  ports  for  two  hundred  or  more  hubs  found  defective  during 
tho  100  hour  inspection,  UH~1H  mast  assemblies  have  caused  a  olMlar 
problem  due  to  the  'nembor  of  aircraft  down  simultaneously  for  the  1100 
hovu-  perloc'ic.  This  component  has,  •ana  still  is  causing  eocccssivo  down 
time  but  this  problem  has  been  somewhat  r.Ueviatoo  by  tho  Geniral 
Supi-ort  Unit's  recently  Initiated  overhaul  and  return  to  service  program. 

(y)  ilrcrrut  status  r.s  of  31  October  1968  (incl  3), 

(lo)  All  alrcr?it  in  the  as6it,ncd  units  have  again  exceeded  the  allotted 
flying  hour  protrrm  while  continuing  to  mointrln  a  satisfoctory  pv.rccntage 
of  availability.  For  tho  quarterly  summary  of  maintenance  data  on  the 
flyint  hour  protram,  Au  ust  throur;h  October*  incl  1*. 

g,  (C)  Organization! 

(1)  The  assigned  aviation  compenles  remeined.  the  seme  during  this 
period. 

(2)  The  170th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  was  placed  under  operational 
control  of  tho  10th  Combat  Avlaticn  Battalion  cn  2U  Avgust  1966  and  was 
roloaso-d  from  OPCON  on  t*  October  1966. 
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(3)  In  accordance  with  paragraph  2  General  Ori  cr  nuriibcr  82, 
Haadquartem,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Croup,  dated  5  October  1966  the  3iT8th 
AviatiMi  Support  was  attached  to  the  10th  i  or.ibat  Aviation  Battalion 
effective  25  September  1966 j 

b«  (U)  Civil  Aifedre.  During  the  past  quarter,  units  of  the  10th 
CoBhat  A^ation  Battalion  have  supported  a  number  of  civilian  instituticsis. 

(1)  The  192nd  Assault  Helicoi-tor  Company  has  contributed  to  the 
rchabllitatlnR  people  in  a  ftian  Thict  poor  house.  The  theme  of  this 
effort  was  to  assist  the  people  in  helping  thcsmsclvcs,  rather  than  just 
giving,  in  the  name  of  charity.  Facilities  were  repaired  md  showers 
installed  and  a  barber  shop  was  set  up  for  the  occupants. 

(2)  The  155th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  took  up  a  collection  to 
help  the  children  of  a  Ban  Me  Thuot  orphanage.  A  tatal  of  $199.00  was 
donated  during  the  quarter. 

(3)  During  the  month  of  August  four  aviators  of  the  92nd  Assault 
Helicopter  Company  initiated  a  scholarship  fund,  using  volunteer  donations 
for  the  purpose  of  helping  deserving  high  school  and  college  students 
from  the  Com  Ranh  Bay  area.  Hie  fund,  entitled  "The  Pat  V.'aid  Memorial 
Scholarship  Fund®,  is  in  memory  of  SPA  Pr.t  Ward  of  the  92nd  who  was 
killed  in  action  22  August  1968  nc.- r  Di  Linh,  RVK,  As  of  16  October  the 
fund  i«  being  used  in  support  of  2  Vietnamese  girls  attending  the  Girls 
Public  School  of  Dalat  and  3  Vietnamese  boys  attending  the  Boys  Public 
School  of  Dalat. 

(li)  The  21i3rd  Assault  Sup..ort  Helicopter  Ccrip:ny  is  helping  to  support 
an  orphanage  near  Dong  Ba  Thin. 

(5)  Medio ;1  aid  vras  also  given,  tc  Vietnamese  citizens  in  the  Deng  Ba 
Thin  and  Jhan  Thiet  -reas.  The  aid  was  in  the  form  of  Imminizatio’js  and 
routine  sick  calls.  A  total  of  1,696  patients  were  treated  in  the  past 
quarter. 

h»  (D)  Surgeon. 

(1)  The  activities  of  the  Battalion  Surgeon  consisted  of  advising  the 
commander  on  medical  matters,  coordinating  and  supervising  the  medical 
facilities  and  activities  of  the  battalion,  providing  emergency  and  routlr 
medical  care  for  Keadquartors  and  Hcadquartors  Detachment  and  other  OS 
forces  in  the  Dong  Ea  Thin  area,  end  monitoring  the  battalion  cnvirannental 
sanitation  and  nutrition.  During  the  last  quarter  it  was  discovered,  duilng 
a  post  aircraft  accident  physical  examination,  that  a  door  gunner  had 
defective  depth  perception.  After  a  rapid  spot  chock  with  other  flight 
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sur^scns  in  the  battalion  there  was  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that 
there  were  a  number  of  crew  chiefs  and  door  f>vinncrs  with  defective  vision 
of  one  varletj  or  another* 

(2)  During  this  quarter,  over  three-fourths  of  the  crow  chiefs  and 
door  gunners  were  checked  for  visual  acuity,  depth  porceptioo,  peripheral 
vision,  end  color  vision.  It  was  detemined  that  10*7^  did  not  have  20/20 
vision  and  oithcr  needed  glassos  or  needed  thoir  present  glasses  changed* 
2.3;i  foiled  the  depth  perception  tests,  end  6.9!l  failed  the  color  vision 
tests.  Ihero  wore  nano  who  failed  peripheral  vision  tests. 

i.  (U)  Information. 

(1)  The  10th  Battalion  public  information  program  continued  to  provide 
coverage  ol  events  occuring  at  the  Dong  Ea  Thin  cooplox  and  outlying  unit 
ejoae. 

(2)  A  bi -weekly  publication  IBS  VADABCMD  VOICE  is  published  at  battal¬ 
ion  leval  and  contains  Infoimaticc  o]^  interest  io  connandere  and  perswmel 
in  the  battalion.  It  also  assists  in  the  dlssenlnation  of  congnand 
information. 

(3)  Following  HO  releases  fob  the  quarter  proccssod  through  headq¬ 


uarters! 

(a)  Number  of  printed  releases  9 

(b)  Humber  of  plctorlil  releases  20 

(c)  Number  of  hometown  releases  361i 

(d)  Nurber  of  hometown  pictorial  releases  .19 

(fc)  Number  of  taped  interviews  0 


J.  (U)  Safety.  From  the  aviation  safety  standpoint,  an  undesirable 
trend  in  accident  provvntlon  hes  been  established  this  quarter.  Bscauss 
of  inadequat  V  infusion  of  aviators  during  tbs  past  calendar  year,  there 
has  been  appraximately  o  fifty  (50)  percent  turnover  of  assigned  aviators 
during  this  quarter.  The  sudden  influx  of  Inocperienced  aviators  Just  out 
of  flight  school  has  led  to  a  drop  in  the  pilot  proflolency  level  within 
the  battalioi.  Consequently  an  Increase  In  aircraft  ralabaps  is  being 
encountered,  end  more  can  be  forecasted  until  a  high  degree  of  proficiency 
can  be  attained  by  newly  assigned  personnel.  Units  are  encountering 
myriad  training  and  safety  problems  os  a  result  o^  the  loss  of  oacperiencod 
Aircraft  Comnanders  and  unit  instructor  nllois* 
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k»  (U)  Signal. 

(1)  Detailed  attempta  to  obtain  ARC-102  antenna  kits  in  an  adeo.uate 
quantity  for  installation  In  the  10th  GAB  helicopters  have  been  successful. 
Uhlts  have  on  hand  an  adequate  quantity  of  the  necessary  RT  units,  antenna 
couplers  and  control  heads  for  a  high  frequency  radio  capability  through¬ 
out  the  battalion,  but  the  antenna  kits  have  not  been  forthcoming. 

(2)  A  GRN-6  low  frequency  radio  beacon  was  obtained  for,  and  installed 
by  the  l55th  ARC  at  Ban  Me  Thuot.  Also  a  new  airfield  control  tower  wao 
established  at  that  location  with  technical  assistance  provided  by  the 
155th  AHC. 

(3)  Airfield  control  tower  responsibility  was  transferred  from  the 
10th  GAB  to  the  326th  Aviation  Support  Detachment  at  Dalat  Camly  Airfield, 

(U)  A  voice  solo  user  circuit  was  effected  between  battalion  head¬ 
quarters  and  the  U8th  AHC  at  Ninh  Hoa,  This  circuit  now  satisfies  the 
goal  of  a  separate  sole  user  voice  channel  from  battalion  to  each  of  its- 
oompanlas.  Also  acquired  was  a  hot  line  concept  telephone  circuit  for 
the  battalion  coranaurder  and  primary  staff  from  headquarters  directly  to 
Cam  Ranh  ID  switchboard,  bypassing  Dong  Ba  Thin  switchboard,  Thlo  results, 
in  addition  to  a  more  punctual  response  for  distant  phone  calls;  in 
another  backup  link,  supplementing  high  frequency  radio,  should  Dong  Ba 
Thin  switchboard  become  unable  to  accommodate  traffic, 

(5)  ECOK  assistance  was  received  in  a  request  for  technical  assis¬ 
tance  to  improve  the  transmission  quality  of  the  TRC-li:6  high  frequency 
radio. 

(6)  Effective  communications  checks  were  accomplished  between 
Battalion  Headquarters  and  companies  using  the  KY-28  voice  scrambler. 

One  KY-8  ground  mode  voice  scrambler  has  been  received  and  put  into 
operable  condition  In  the  Movements  Control  Center  at  battalion 
headquarters. 

1.  (U)  Chaplain, 

(1)  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  Chaplain,  during  the  quarter 
has  conducted  a  total  of  21*  Sunday  and  65  weekday  Catholic  services  with 
a  total  attendance  of  1785  soldiers.  Additionally  U  memorial  services-' 
were  conducted, 

(2)  Services  were  conducted  in  Dong  3a  Thin,  Fhan  Thiet,  Ban  Me 
Thuot,  Ninh  Hoa,  Nha  Trang,  An  Hoa,  and  Bao  Loc  to  units  of  the  command, 

(3)  One  hundred  twent-v  (120)  counsel  interviews  were  conducted  by 
the  Chaplain. 
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2,  Section  2.  Lessons  learned;  Cor..riander '  s  Observations,  Evaluations, 
and  Recoiaaendaticns. 

a.  (U)  Personnel. 

(1)  Clorieal  Personnel  Cjualifloaticns. 

(a)  CobORVuTlON.  Clerical  personnel  arriving  in  this  organization 
do  not  possess  the  basic  requireLients  listed  in  jvR  611-20. 

(b)  RVnLUaTlO.I.  During  ihe  quarter  this  battalion  had  received 
nuiTierous  roplaceraents  in  i£Jb  70ji10  and  71820,  Most  were  unable  to  type 

or  at  best  typed  15  to  20  worda  per  niinute.  They  also  showed  little  know¬ 
ledge  of  basic  correspondence  procedures,  affective  utilization  was  irc- 
possible  without  OJT,  and  as  many  of  these  individuals  were  to  replace 
losses  in  core  advance  KOS  (71B30  and  71H20),  the  quality  of  adniinistra- 
tion  has  suffered  during  this  quarter. 

(c)  RECOfJ-di-ivDoTIOtJ.  That  those  individuals  attending  adiidnistrative 
^DS  producing  schools  in  CONUS  be  more  stringently  graded.  Vihen  their 
advancement  is  less  than  average  and  the  acquired  knowledge  or  skill  is 
not  in  keeping  with  the  standards  of  the  MDS,  recommend  they  be  awarded 

a  lesser  skilled  speciality. 

(2)  /^viat‘-r  r^ssi^nment  to  GH-47  Units. 

(a)  OtSLRVnTIOiJ.  CH-47  units  receiving  newly  rated  aviators  as 
compared  to  experienced  aviators. 

(b)  hVaLU.'iTlOii .  :.';wly  rited  aviators  arriving  in  a  unit  at  the  sstne 

time,  place  a  heavy  burden  on  the  IP's  and  aC's,  The  new  aviator  has  to 
be  flown  with  an  IP  for  a  riiinumum  of  25  hours  prior  to  being  released 

as  an  operational  pilot.  Normally,  500  hours  is  required  before  the  newly 
rated  aviator  can  be  considered  for  training  as  an  aircraft  conjaander, 

(c)  RiiCOi-^^I'iD.iTiOR,  That  newly  rated  and  experienced  aviators 

be  assigned  to  CH-47  units  on  i;  one  to  one  ratio  ,  Space  the  influx  of 
pilots  So  as  tw  give  ti:o  units  sufficient  time  for  training  prior  to 
receiving  others, 

b,  (c)  Operations. 

U)  Aerial  Drop  of  hiesc-I  Fuel  and  Gasoline. 

(a)  ObSlRVATION.  On  18  October  1968,  during  the  current  division 
sized  coiabat  operation  South  of  Nha  Trang,  the  48th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  was  required  to  drop  55  gallon  drums  full  of  diesel  fuel,  rigged 
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in  cargo  nets,  3  to  n  load,  carried  externally,  over  a  designate!-  area. 

Tho  aircraft,  six  UH-lH's,  flew  in  trail  formation  ajid  were  guided  from 
eji  observation  post  to  tho  t.argctc.id  tola  wh^n  to  release  the  loads.  The 
pujrpose  of  tnc  drop  w?s  to  allow  th.,  diesel  fu.l  to  spread  ov.r  a  large 
area,  thon  be  ignited  by  napalm  Trticn  dropp^c.  by  Tactical  Aii',  thus  burn¬ 
ing  away  foliage  and  exposing  cavo  entrances,  etc. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Th^  aircrait  must  travel  at  approximately  60  knots, 
at  500  fe-ot  to  ac.cquatuly  perforM  this  mission.  A  total  of  99  barrels  were 
dropped  in  33  loses  which  lncluc>od  33  sets  of  cargo  nets,  slings,  and  hooks. 

The  target  area  was  not  satisfactorily  saturated  with  the  fuel  due  to  the  i 

inaccuracy  of  the  method  used  for  dropping  and  therefore  did  not  ignite  ^ 

when  napalm  and  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  area, 

(c)  RECOfuJUDATIOiI .  That  ground  troops  use  flame  throwers,  or  napalm 

bo  delivered  by  Tactical  Air  and  this  method  of  fuel  drop  not  be  used.  ! 

Exposure  of  aircraft  at  low  nltitudc  and  airspeed  plus  loss  of  fuol,  slings 
and  nets  is  not  satisfactory  for  tho  results  received, 

(2)  Aerial  OS  Gas  Drop.  t 

■■  I 

(a)  OBSERVATICB,  On  22  October  1968,  during  the  current  9tli  30K 
Infantry  Division  sized  operation  south  of  Nha  Trang^this  miit  was  re¬ 
quired  to  drop  caSvs  of  CS  gas  grenades  from  the  aircraft,  at  altitudes, 
i^ich  were  designed,  to  break  on  impact  allowing  the  grenades  to  explode 
throughly  dispensing  the  gas  in  tho  area. 

(bj  EVALJATIOK,  This  field  expodiant  gas  dispens«r  is  unsafe  for 
drop  from  aircraft  as  presently  designed..  The  comnon  pins  are  pulled  and 
if  any  grena^'-c  is  turned  in  sii  c  the  box,  it  can  ignite  allowhig  the  gas 
to  escape  i-i  the  aircraft  and.  start  a  fire.  Depe:id.i.ig  on  the  location  of 
this  box  in  the  stack  a.n.d  the  reaction  time  within  the  aircraft  loss  of 
aircraft  and  crew  is  possible.  Four  such  boxes  did  ignite  when  pins  were 
pulled,  one  insixA;  a  UH-IH  and.  3  others  in  the  pickup  zone.  This  box 
device  is  very  similar  to  the  E153R2  C3  gas  dispenser  nia;iufacturcc'  and. 
designed  for  helicopter  drop.  The  E153R2  is  presently  available  and  on 
hand  in  RVN. 

(c)  RiCOW-iiNDuTlON,.  That  the  b.,x  device  not  be  usei  oit  all  but  use  the 
properly  designed  E153R2  CS  gas  dispemsor  as  recommende.'  in  TM  3-1325 - 
232—12  datod  November  1967.  (This  item  is  also  referanood  in  quarterly 
report  dated  31  July  19^ )» 

(3)  RawNwUing. 

(a)  observation.  .  9th  ROK  Infantry  Division  personnel  rapolling 
into  upreparod  LZ's  while  on  combat  assaults  take  an  average  of  5  minutes 
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per  man  to  rappal.  They  are  hesitant  to  reppel  from  both  sides  of  the 
aircraft  at  the  seJie  tiiic-  due,  in  part,  to  inadequate  training.  On  occassion 
the  terrain  prevents  use  of  both  sioes  of  the  aircraft. 

(b)  EVALUATICi; e  During  training  prior  to  a  recent  rappelling  operation 
proper  rappelling  equipment  was  not  available.  A  one  inch  rope  with  knots 
was  substituted .  It  was  found  using  this  rope  and  r.  hand  over  hand  method 
that  the  time  for  one  man  to  rappel  was  decreasod  by  one  half  (2^  minutes). 

It  was  further  noted  that  personnel  wore  not  hesitant  to  exit  from  both 
siocs  of  tho  aircraft  simultanously.  The  time  over  the  12.  was  decreased 

by  approximately  12^  to  l5  minutes  per  sortie  thereby,  decreasing  aircraft 
and  porsonnol  exposure  tir.ie. 

(c)  RECOM- El.DATIOg .  That  th-;  hand  over  hand  knoted  rope  method  be 
experimented  one  dcvelop.c.  lor  possible  utilizetion  by  untrained  pcrsornel 
in  rappelling  operations. 


(a)  OC3ERVATIC5’.  Problems  ci.countcrea  by  delivery  of  sling  loads  by 
CH-1j7  into  dusty  areas  at  night. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Night  operations  into  dusty  areas  have  several 
inherent  problems.  The  most  hazardous  appears  to  be  encountering  IFR 
conditions  oue  to  tho  dust  obscuring  all  references.  The  use  of  the  air¬ 
craft  laiiding  li:ht  increases  the  glare  when  the  cust  bogitis  to  billcw 
around  the  aircraft  dxiring  load  touchdown. 

(c)  RLCO; J  EV;BATIOi  .  When  possible,  illuminate  the  landing  zone  well 
snou^i  so  that  the  aircraft  landing  light  will  not  have  to  be  utilized. 
Place  another  light  on  a  reference  point  well  forwarc  of  the  point  of 
touchdown,  kith  the  use  cf  this  lighting  method,  visual  reference  con 
iiiore  easilj  be  maintained  with  the  point  of  touchdown  and  the  ref  erence 
point  in  tho  distance. 


c.  (U)  Training . 

Fligho  Train: r-g  and  St.nc’.ardlzaticn  of  Newly  Assigned  i.viatcr3. 


(a)  C0SERVATICN.  Tlic  i'.ass  exodus  of  well  qualifioc:  aviators  during 
tliO  quarter  imposed  a  great  burden  on  the  flight  standarcizaticn  program. 
The  .-.lojority  of  irxor-dnf  aviators  are  recently  out  of  flight  school.  A 
prori(/unced  drop  in  che  experience  level  in  the  battalion  occurred.  An 
undesirable  situation  has  evolved,  where  units  must  compromise  quality 
by  utilizing  inexperienced  aviators  to  train  replacements. 
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(o)  EVaLU/.HUR.  a  ciinimum  of  one  Standardization  Instructor  Pilot 
and  thrae  IP's  are  needed  in  each  unit  to  train  incoming  aviators.  Due 
to  high  operational  coMuittmenta,  neither  aircraft  nor  pilots  have  been 
available  for  IP  qualification.  Ihe  high  incidence  of  aircraft  mishaps 
and  loss  has  also  retarded  progress . 

(c)  RfiCOMhEMDATlOfl .  That  instructor  pilots  be  trained  in  COtCUS  whore 
time  and  assets  are  available.  That  these  individuals  be  closely  managed 
py  USARV  to  maintain  ar  acceptable  level  of  qualified  instructor  pilots 
throughout  RVIJ. 

(2)  Standardization  of  UH-IH  Training. 

(a)  OASEkVaTIOw .  Whun  operated  at  light  gross  weight,  with  the 
battery  in  the  roar,  the  UH-IH  has  a  pronounced  nose  high  altitude, 

(b)  EVALUATICN.  During  Irjidings  the  nose  high  altitude  restricts  for¬ 
ward  visacility  and  the  danger  of  striking  objects  with  tho  tail  is  in¬ 
creased,  During  pick-up  to  a  hover  an  undesirable  nose  pitch  up  is  also 
created, 

(c)  tiECOMMENDATION .  That  the  battery  bo  placed  in  the  front  for 
normal  operations  and  sand  bags  oc  placed  behind  the  pilot  and  co-pilot 
seats  during  auto  rotation  training. 

(3)  Crewchief  and  PoorFwmcr  Training. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  That  CCWUS  shoo  led  trained  personnel  be  e'mployod  in 
these  positions  rathar  than  on  the  Job  trained  personnel.  Both  are  being 
usec'  at  present,  rersenne*!  are  arriving  in  th';  theater  in  insufficient 
numbers  to  fill  the  quotas  of  th.o  aviation  units  involved, 

(b)  EVAbUATIOW.  Due  to  the  heavy  operational  comr.-ittment  requiring 
the  use  of  all  available  «x;)erienced  orowchiefs  and  doorgunners  en  a  daily 
basis,  the  current  policy  ■  f  units  training  soi.ic  of  the  so  men  on  a  regular 
basis  is  at  bast  cumbersome,  and  th«  result  is  an  inferior  end  product. 

•  (c)  RiiXJOiMEi'JDnTIOIl,  That  the  personnel  be  extensively  trained  in 

CONUS  prior  to  their  arrival  in-country  as  either  crewchiefs  or  doorgunners 
and  that  these  personnel  arrive  in  sufficient  numbers  to  replace  the 
porsunnel  departing  for  CONUS,  to  ■  aUevlatd  the  currant  deficit 
presently  in  aviation  units. 

d.  (C)  Intelli/Tunce.  SccxirltY  forces  at  Outlvina  Units. 

(1)  OBSERVATION.  The  shortage  of  security  force  personnel  at 
outlying  units  is  critical, 
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(2)  SV/iUI/iTlON,  Flight  personnel  have  had  to  take  over  security- 
positions  previously  manned  by  security  platoons  or  excess  personnel.  Air¬ 
craft  orevanan  are  performing  their  normal  duties  during  the  day,  and  then 
perfom  as  security  guards  at  night.  This  results  in  their  being  inefficieat 
the  following  day.  This  loss  of  trained  crewmen  hinders  the  accon^^llshment 
of  the  unit's  mission. 

(3)  RECOJi'iENDATION,  That  security  forces  of  35  men  each  be  attached  to 
o'.itlying  units  end  that  vacancies  due  to  DEROS  or  casualties  be  filled  as 
they  occur, 

e.  (U)  Lof^istics. 

(l)  Fuel  Cell  Contamination. 

(a)  OBSIJIVATION .  Over  an  eleven  day  period  the  192nd  ARC  experienced 
siivoral  precautionary  landings  executed  as  a  result  of  a  nysterious  erosion 
of  engine  power, 

(b)  EVALUaTION,  Fuel  filters  and  fuel  control  servo  filters  were 
inspected  in  these  aircraft  and  found  to  contain  dirt,  rust  .and  in  some 
cases  a  slime  like  substance.  Fuel  samples  were  taken  from  each  of  the 
aircraft,  and  from  the  storage  tanks  and  dispenser  nozzles  of  the  local 
mini-port,  According  to  the  fuel  analysis  laboratory, all-  samples  were 
on  grade, except  for  those  samples  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  storage 
tanks,  which  had  some  salt  water  contamination.  Fuel  cells  were  exaj-alned 
and  several  aircraft  were  discovered  to  have  trash  in  the  cells  that 
sceiuod  to  be  held  to  the  bottom  by  a  sUry  substance  similar  to  that  found 
in  the  filters,  baiuplos  were  t^en  of  this  slime  and  sent  to  a  hedical 
Laboratory  at  Com  Ranh  Day  and  a  laboratory  facility  in  Vung  Tau,  Initial 
observations  from  these  saruples  indicated  that  a  fungus  or  yeast  was  pre¬ 
sent.  To  this  date  there  has  been  no  growth  fr'jm  those  saiples  urider  lab 
conditions,  consequently  it  lias  not  been  established  that  there  was  organic 
mnttor  present.  Removal  uf  this  cell  contamination  was  done  using  approx- 
iiuatoly  20  gall^ne  ^f  iboptvpyl  .alcohol  per  aircraft  and  JP-4*  fhe  alcohol 
was  introduced  int^-  the  colls  arid  allowed  to  set  30  minutoa  to  one  hour. 

It  was  then  flushed  out  using  prc.-ssurlted JP-4  from  one  1200  gallv^n  tanker 
and  pulled  through  the  fue.l  cell  system  using  the  de-fueling  apparatus  of 
a  Second  1200  gal.’m  tanker  connected  to  the  sui^)  pimp  aasombly  hole. 

This  method  was  used  in  lieu  these  prescribed  by  TM  55-405-3,  All 
fuel  system  filters  were  changed,  the  aircraft  wer©  run-up,  checked  for 
leaks  and  test  flown  and  released  for  operational  flight.  All  aircraft 
have  now  been  run  through  this  pivcoss  and  since  their  conpletion  there 
h-'jvo  buon  no  engine  pr'.blems  similar  to  those  prior  to  their  grounding, 

(c)  RmCOl-il'iEfJDATION.  Units  esqjortonoing  engine  probltias  under 
s-b.iilar  clii.mtic  ti.ns,lnspcct  the  fuel  cells  of  suspect  aircraft 
f  .r  fuel  Cell  ceiitoiii’i'.oion  and  to  consider  the  use  of  the  fuel  cell 
eleujiliu'  or-jcedurep  '/escribed  above. 
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(2)  bunker  Conetruction. 

(a)  0Bl2JlV/iTI0N' .  Bunker  tiaterlnl  (sandbags)  which  are  used  for  con¬ 
structing  penaanent  type  bunkers  detoriorate  after  a  period  of  5  to  7 
laonths. 

(b)  EVaLUjiTION,  It  has  become  necessary  to  rebuild  bunkers  construct¬ 
ed  from  sandbags  due  ta  short  service  life.  V/eather  creates  a  rapid 
decay  of  the  sandbag  material.  The  personnel  used  to  rebuild  these  for¬ 
tifications  must  be  t4ken  from  their  normal  duties,  which  sometimes 
creates  manpower  shortages  in  critical  areas, 

(o)  'jiC0fdi:NDATI.0K.  A  more  pemanent  type  material  for  sandbags 
would  alleviate  the  problem.  For  pornanent  typo  installations  natertal 
such  as  lumber  and  concrete  should  be  utilized  and  riiado  available  for 
these  projects, 

(3)  Modification  to  Xlt-21  System. 

(a)  ObSEHV.vTION.  The  cross  over  system  of  the  XM-21  minigun  has 
been  the  source  of  frequent  malfunctions  and  stoppages. 

(b)  EVrtLUjiTION.  During  this  period  the  28l8t  AHC  made  a  lacdification 
to  minigun  syatems  that  has  proven  noteworthj’-,  Itathor  than  the  old  aemu- 
nltion  boxes,  two  boxes  have  been  Installed,  onu  per  gun,  approximately 
19"  high  by  40"  long.  Then,  cross  over  drive  is  rigged  to  one  end  of  each 
box  vdth  a  direct  drive  to  the  gun  Itself,  This  has  eltcdnatod  a  count¬ 
less  number  of  stoppages  caused  by  the  cross  over  system.  It  has  also 
appreciably  reduced  stoppages  because  of  broken  links,  and  jams  in  the 
feeder  delinker.  The  281st  has  sutmitted  an  EIR  on  this  modification 
along  with  a  recoramondotion  to  the  Suggestion  awards  Committee,  This 
modification  allows  expenditure  of  ammunition,  when  required,  using 

both  guns  simultaneously,  also  the  gun  will  continue  to  fire  after  being 
interrupted  by  the  rockets, 

(c)  RECOKHEND/iTION.  That  this  modification  be  reviewed  by  unite 
employing  the  Xi'i-21  system  for  possible  application  to  their  gun  systems, 

f,  (U)  Organigatlon.  None. 

£,  (C)  Signal. 

(1)  Transuiission  and  fteceotion  Quality  of  TRC-146. 

(a)  observation.  Transmission  and  reception  quality  of  the  TRC-146 
high  frequency  radio,  between  Battalion  Headquarters  and  the  outlying 
companies  was  somewhat  less  than  Indicated  in  Its  operators  and  repair 
manuals. 
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(b)  EVALUATION.  Repeated  tripe  to  Direct  Support  and  General  Support 
Maintenance  Chops  resulted  in  little  or  no  ijnprovement  in  quality  or  oper¬ 
ability  of  the  TRC-H.6, within  the  parameters  of  published  specifications. 
ECOli  was  contacted  for  assistance  and  it  was  decided  that  an  electronics 
representative  oe  sent  to  check  the  equipment  while  in  its  functional  state 
at  Dong  L>a  Thin.  It  was  found  that  the  connective  coupling  between  the 
terminal  point  of  the  coaxial  cable  and  the  entry  point  into  the  antenna 
coupler  case  had  been  fabricated,  either  at  the  factory,  or  in  the  initial 
j.nstallation  and  had  resulted  in  an  impedance  mismatch.  This  impedance 
mismatch  was  sufficiently  significant  that  the  signal  strength  was  atten¬ 
uated  and  resulted  in  an  appreciable  degradation  from  optimum  operating 
levels,  both  in  transmit  and  receive  modes. 

(c)  libGOiliENDATlON .  Utilize  a  AN/GRC-106  or  an  AN/i'jRC-95  radio  and 
peri'om  an  operational  comparison  check  between  either  of  those  and  the 
TKU-1A6,  using  the  same  antenna.  If  a  difference  is  noted  in  the  transmit 
or  receive  levels  and  is  not  correctable  by  nornial  maintenance  means ,  it 
is  suggi-sted  that  mCOn  be  contacted  for  agsiet^vrioe , 

(2)  Installation  and  Operation  of  the  KY28. 

(a)  OBbmRVATiCtv .  The  advent  of  the  iY-28  Voice  Encodur/Decoder  into 
10th  CaB  and  the  incidental  retrofit  to  accommodate  these  items  has  posc-d 
the  requirement  to  assess  thu;  characteristics  of  these  items  und'.r  field 
conditions. 

(b)  evaluation.  Installing  the  FCY-28  into  its  shock  iitount,  without 
altering  the  wiring  harness  as  assemoled  by  LIit/ZYb  retrofit  personnel, 
was  almost  a  physical  impossibility.  Little  foresight  was  used  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  routing  and  hold  down  points ,  for  these  needed  to  be  rerouted 
from  their  configuration  in  order  to  have  sufficient  wiring  length  to 
effect  connection  into  the  Ky-28.  In  operating  the  KY-28  it  was  found 
that  use  of  the  squelch  disable  mode  on  the  Fh  control  head  slightly  in¬ 
creased  the  operational  range  of  the  set.  It  was  further  noted  that 
heavy  foliage  such  as  that  encountered  around  the  j^an  he  Thuot  area 
significantly  attenuated  the  signal,  when  the  KY-28  was  in  the  cipher 
position,  as  compared  to  operating  in  a  location  where  sparse  vegetation 
exists  such  as  in  the  Nitih  .Hoa  area. 

(c)  RECUfiLLi.DATIOE' .  That  units  utilize  the  KY-28  as  often  as  possible 
thus  gaining  knowledge  and  fasdliarity  with  the  operating  characteristics 
of  the  set  in  various  terrain. 

N 

(3)  Allgniaent  of  the  hN/aRC  54  Radio. 

(a)  observation.  Alignment  and  adjustment  has  caused  damage  to  the 
iidjustable  tuning  slugs  in  the  tuning  coils  of  R.E.  amplifier  modules  in 
tl'.u  radio. 
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(fc)  bVALUnTIOM.  The  tuning  alogs  are  secured  in  place  hy  a  cement 
auch  M  lljfptol  which  uiat  bu  rei^ov<id  or  loosened  in  order  for  the  slugs  to 
be  <4;)Nisted«  fiaintenonee  personnel  have  attar.>ptcd  to  renove  this  cerient  bjr 
piaki^  awajr  alt  it  with  itaue  such  as  screwdrivers  and  have  dajiaged  or 
broken  the  tuning  eluga  in  the  process.  Since  those  itens  are  generally 
dlffieult  to  ootaln  In  KVK ,  the  avcnics  shops  suffer  the  possibility  of 
ooupoufldlng  the  problea  unless  due  care  is  exercised. 

(e)  R£CGi>u<llDA1T0N.  In  order  to  be  able  to  euijust  the  tuning  slugs, 
it  is  advlaable  to  obtfln  a  solvent  which  will  dissolve  the  cement  affix- 
ing  the  tuning  slug  to  its  stationary  position.  In  the  absence  of  solvent, 
it  has  been  found  a  hot  iron  will  sufficiently  soften  the  cement  to 
enable  the  slug  to  be  adjusted. 

h,  (U)  Safety.  Use  of  Protective  Gloves  in  Refueling  Operations. 

(1)  OBSLEVAHON .  Refueling  of  helicopters  with  JPA  has  resulted  in 
frequent  eases  of  skin  irritation  on  the  hands  of  the  refueling  personnel. 
The  leather  and  nomex  flight  gloves  now  being  utilized  during  refueling 
do  not  resist  absorption  of  excess  JP4.  The  fuel  soaks  through  the  glove 
and  nokee  contact  with  the  akin  of  the  refueler. 

(2)  liVALUATIOK .  To  ol^uinate  the  skin  irritations,  the  refuelers 
have  to  iuuedlataly  waeh  the  J?4  froci  their  hands  with  hot  soapy  water. 

Oils  eolution  is  iii«>raetioal  eince  hand  washing  facilities  -are  not 
available  at  POL  points*  Another  course  of  action  has  been  taken  by 
this  cotoaand.  A  rubber  glova,  FSHt  8415~64i-4601,  used  in  handling 
cheodeala  was  tested  at  the  49th  Assault  Helicopter  Company.  The  glcve 
proved  pliable  enough  so  reruelere  had  no  difficulty  in  handling  the 
refueling  equipment ,  yet  the  glove  has  not  only  cut  down  the  cases  of 
aldn  irritation,  but  also  hae  saved  the  flight  gloves  from  the  wear  and 
tear  of  refueling.  The  rubber  gloves  ere  worn  ovor  the  flight  gloves. 

The  gloves  also  hive  been  found  to  be  fire  resistant. 

(3)  RiJCCfiitNDhTION .  Utilisation  of  the  rubber  glove,  FSN:  8415- 
641-4601,  in  refueling  should  be  an  operational  procedure  to  reduce  cases 
of  aldn  Irritation  and  deterioration  of  flight  gloves, as  well  as  afford¬ 
ing  Boas  protection  from  fire. 

i.  (u)  burgeon.  Phraicl  atanlnations  for  Plight  Personnel. 

(1)  ObSiilSVATION .  Due  tc  the  neod  for  crew  chiefs  and  door  gunners  in 
RVN  there  has  oeen  a  relaxation  of  medical  examination  standards. 

(2)  KVALUaTION.  The  phyaioal  examinations  for  Class  III  Flying  Duty 
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completed,  the  exaiiiin-ation  given  is  necessarily  complete.  The  physical 
exaLiination  given  to  door  gunners  varies  fron.  excellent  to  very  poor 
throughout  RVh,  ranging  from  a  coi.iplete  Class  III  physical  to  a  quick 
superficial  examination.  Undoubtedly  there  have  been  flight  disponsarier 
where  either  the  large  voluiue  of  physical  examinations  required,  or  the 
lack  of  adequate  facilities  (or  both),  set  the  scene  for  laxity  in  physical 
examinations,  «  program  initiated  in  the  10th  Combat  .aviation  battalion 
revealed  that  of  three-fourths  cf  the  gunners  and  crew  chiefs  checked  for 
visual  acuity,  depth  perception,  peripheral  and  color  vision,  10. 7!?  did 
not  have  20/20  vision  and  either  needed  glasses  or  needed  their  present 
glasses  changed.  2.3/  failed  the  depth  perception  tests,  and  8,9/  failc-r'. 
the  color  vision  tests.  There  were  none  who  failed  peripheral  vision 
testa. 

(3)  Ro.COi’JcJ,D.vT10N,  Periodic  re-evaluation  of  all  doer  guiuiers  and 
crew  chiefs  for  visuaJ.  acuity,  depth  perception,  peripheral  and  color 
vision. 


4  Incl-  Incl  1  w/d,  Hq,  DA  klLLIil-l  n.  k.LKER 

as  LTC,  Infantry 

Coiraiianding 

DlbTtauUTlON: 

2  GINC'Jbr.RFAC,  kTTN:  GPOP-DT,  /U^O  96558 

3  CG,  UbaRV,  .^TTN:  ..VHGG-DST,  ii>0  96375 

2  CG,  1st  Avn  ode,  aTTl^:  AVbi.-ifH,  idO  96384 
7  CO,  17th  C-G,  ATTN:  ,>VCD-SC  ,  aPO  96240 
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AVGD-SC  (9  I'-'ov  68)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  uejwrt  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1966,  riCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  APO  96240  25  November  1968 

TO!  Commanding  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVFA-GC-OT,  APO  96350 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  basic  letter  from  the  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion.  Pen  and  ink  corrections  of  minor  errors 
have  been  inserted. 

2,  (C)  This  headquarters  submits  the  following  comments. 

a.  Section  1,  Operations. 

(1)  Paragraph  ld(2).  Operations,  pages  3  through  8:  Units  of  the 
10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  provide  aviation  support  in  th?  seven 
southern  provincoo  of  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (CTZ).  The  terminology 
"direct  support"  and  "general  support"  is  incorrect,  Oporational  control 
flows  from  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  (I  FFO.lCEV)  bhrough  this  headquarters 
and  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  to  each  aviation  company.  No 
aviation  company  is  in  direct  supr-ort  of  any  ground  unit  in  the  J.I  CTZ. 
Because  of  close  proximit3’  to  ground  unit  areas  of  operation,  certain 
aviation  companies  habitually  support  specific  ground  units,  as  follows: 

(a)  The  4Bth  Assault  Helicoptar  Company  habitually  supports  the 
9th  Infantry  Division. 

(b)  The  92nd  and  192nd  Assault  Helicopter  Companies  habitually 
support  Task  Force  South,  which  includes  the  3rd  Battalion,  506th 
Infantry. 

(c)  The  281st  Assault  Helicopter  Company  habitually  provides 
support  throughout  the  battalion  area  of  operation, 

(2)  Paragraph  Ik,  Signal,  page  15;  CONCUR  ilth  actions  taken 
and  results  produced. 

b.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned. 

(1)  Paragraph  2a(l),  Clerical  Personnel  Qualifications,  page  16: 

CONCUR,  However,  clerical  personnel  unavoidably  lose  some  proficiency 
subsequent  to  school  attendance  because  of  the  30  or  40-day  period 
required  for  oversea  processing,  leave,  and  travel. 

(2)  .  Paragraph  2a(2),  Aviator  Assignment,  i>'-ge  16;  CONCUR  with 
basic  concept;  however,  implementation  of  the  recommendation  is  not 
feasible.  Replacements  lagged  behind  schedtled  losses  during  the 
quarter  and  the  primary  assignment  concern  was  maintaining  strengths 
among  like  units  relatively  constant* 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1968,  RCS  CSFOH-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(3)  Paragraph  2b(l),  Aerial  Drop  of  Inflanmables,  pages  16  and  1?: 
CONCUR,  Recommend  this  headquartars  not  be  tasked  for  further  missions 
•f  this  type, 

(4)  Paragraph  2b(2),  Aerial  CS  Gas  Drop,  page  17;  NONCCNCUR.  The 
field  eiqpediont  gas  dispenser  is  safe  if  properly  handlad  and  employed. 

In  addition,  the  expedient  container  is  readily  fabricated  and  is  much 
loss  costly  than  the  E158R2  Gas  Dispenser. 

(5)  Paragraph  2b(3),  Rappelling,  pages  1?  and  IS:  CONCUR,  Although 
tho  simple  overhand  knot  reduces  rope  strength  by  forty  percent,  the 
concept  is  noteworthy  and  shoidd  be  evaluated  for  standard  adoption. 

(6)  Paragraph  2b(4),  Night  Resupply,  page  18:  CONCUR  with  the 
described  method  of  lighting  as  a  woritable  procedure  to  facilitate  night 
landings.  This  headquarters  will  circulate  a  copy  of  the  basic  letter 
to  inform  other  subo^inate  commands. 

(7)  Paragraph  2o(l),  Flight  Training,  pages  18  and  19: 

(a)  NONCONCUR  with  the  observation  that  units  must  compromise 
quality  by  using  Inajqxirienood  aviators  to  train  replacements.  The 
Standardization  Section  of  this  headquarters  is  manned  with  experienced 
Instructor  Pilots  and  is  available  to  assist  group  units  in  training 
newly  assigned  aviators;  tho  most  recent  visit  to  tho  lOth  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  was  5  throu^  8  November  1968, 

(b)  CONCUR  v/ith  the  recomnendation  that  Instructor  Pilots  should 
bo  trained  in  CONUS,  Only  experienced  aviators  should  bo  sclooted  for 
the  program,  and  they  should  bo  MOI  trained  at  the  appropriate  aviation 
school.  Although  CONUS  trained  Instructor  Pilots  vrould  require  a 
ten-hoiir  incountry  flight  orientation,  they  would  possess  the  necessary 
technical  skills  and  ability  to  properly  instruct  inexperienced, 
newly  assigned  aviators. 

(8)  Paragraph  2c (2),  UH-IH  Training,  page  19:  NONCONCUR.  Aviation 
Training  Bulletin  Number  4,  this  headquarters,  dated  29  January  1968, 
spoeifies  that  the  battery  will  be  in  tho  aft  position  on  all  UH-IH 
aircraft,  as  follows i 

"3.  BA'.[TgRY  LOChTION  IN  UH-IH.  A  rocent  study  by  the  17th  C.;G 
Maintenance  Section  on  center  of  gravity  travel  in  the  UH-IH 
revealed  that  with  the  battery  in  the  forward  position,  tho 
aircraft  is  often  out  of  CG  limits.  This  occurs  with  a  light 
fuel  load  and  average  resui^ly  type  loads.  So,  the  word  Is, 
put  tho  battery  in  the  aft  location,  leave  it  there,  and 
observe  the  rule  of  having  two  people  in  tho  cockpit." 
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SUBJ-LCT:  Operational  tleport  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1968,  RCS  CSFOK-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(9)  Paragraph  2c(3)»  Crewchief  and  Doorgunner  Training,  page  19: 
CONCUR,  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  is  pr^^sently  sh  rt  fifty 
orevrehiefs  (M0£  67N20).  This  headquarters  provides  qualified  replace¬ 
ments  when  received,  and  each  battalion  receives  a  prorata  share. 

Until  the  strength  of  the  battalion  reaches  100  percent,  it  vdll  be 
necessary  to  conduct  OJT  for  crevrchiefe. 

(10)  Paragraph  2d,  Security  Forces,  pages  19  and  20:  CONCUR. 

The  52nd  Security  Platoon,  with  an  authorized  strength  of  152  personnel, 
is  assigned  to  this  group.  A  formal  security  survey  conducted  on 
19  November  1968  recommended  that  your  headquarters  relieve  the  52nd 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  of  all  tactical  operational  recuirements  in 
their  assigned  area  of  operation  adjacent  to  Camp  Holloway.  The  52nd 
Security  Platoon  currently  satisfies  these  tactical  requirements.  This 
headquarters  is  preparing  a  letter  requesting  relief  from  the  30"  square 
kilometer  area  of  operation  near  Hollovay.  Upon  approval  of  the  request, 
this  headquarters  will  redeploy  segments  of  the  52nd  Security  Platoon 
to  provide  internal  and  perimeter  security  for  group  units  at  Kontum, 
Holloway,  and  Ban  Me  Thuot. 

(11)  Paragraph  2e(l),  Fuel  Cell  Contamination,  page  20:  CONCUR, 

The  fuel  cell  cleaning  procedure  described  is  appropriate.  The  Cam 
Ranh  Petroleum  Laboratory  recommended  the  use  of  alcohol.  Alcohol, 

JPA>  or  JP5  with  manual  agitation  has  proven  effective  for  cleaning 
in  the  past.  Reconiaend  that  fuel  cells  be  inspected,  and  cleaned  if. 
necessary,  during  everj'  third!  periodic  inspection. 

(12)  Paragraph  2e(2),  Permanent  Bunker  Construction,  page  21: 

CONCUR.  Permanent  bunicers  can  be  constructed  using  bricks  or  rocks 
and  cement,  and  would  afford  more  protection  during  attacks.  Although 
more  expensive  to  build,  brick  or  rock  bunkers  would  be  cheaper  over 
an  extended  tx^riod  because  of  savings  in  maintenance  over  sandbag 
bunkers.  The  following  lesson  learned  is  an  extract  from  the  Operational 
Report  of  the  223rd  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  period 
ending  31  July  1968;  '  - 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Locally  constructed  bunkers  of  sand/laterite/cement 
bricks  are  less  expensive  and  require  less  upksep  than  sandbag  bunkers, 

(b)  EVALUATION.  San4bags  cost  28  to  36  cents  each  and  detorioriate 
rapidly,  requiring  replacement  within  three  to  six  months.  Bricks  of 
sand,  laterite,  and  cement  can  be  constructed  locally  at  an  average  cost 
of  five  cents  each  using  brick  press  machines  such  as  issued  to  many 
Special  Forces  Camps.  Two  bricks  replace  one  sand  bag.  Brick  bunkers 
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SUBJJXTt  Operational  haport  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1968,  HCS  CSFOR-65  (HI)  (U) 

require  a  wall  thickness  of  four  bags.  Although  brick  construction 
require#  more  time,  the  finished  structure  is  permanent,  self  supporting, 
provide#  more  effective  protection,  and  require#  no  maintenance.  Five 
laborer#  can  produce  350  bricks  per  day  and  can  build  a  four-man  bunker 
of  12  by  12  by  6  feet  in  five  day#,  Tho  brick  structure  costing  45 
dollars  replaces  a  sandbag  bunker  coating  400  dollars. 

* (c)  riECOMMSiroATION.  Provida  portable  brick  press  iaachincs  to 
dnit#  on  fixed  Installations,  and  replace  sandbag  bunkers  with  permanent 
brick  structures. 

'(13)  Paragraph  2o(3),  XM-21  Subsystem,  page  21:  CONCUR.  Recommend 
higher  headquarters  evaluate  tho  concept  fOr  possible  future  standard 
adoption.  Ammunition  boxes  should  not  contain  more  than  6400  rounds,  or 
the 'aircraft  could  be  ovarloadod. 

(14)  Paragraph  2g(l),  TMC-U6,  page#  21  and  22:  CONCUR.  The 
"operator  and  repair  manuals"  referred  to  in  paragraph  2g(l)(a),  page  21, 
are  actually  manufacturers  publications.  The  battalion  has  offoctlvely 
used  tho  survlcos  of  EGOK  personnel.  Tlw  1st  Aviation  Brigade  Signal 
Officer  is  currently  conducting  a  study  of  the  AN/TRC-146  maintenance 
system.  Residts  of  this  study  should  improve  and  disperse  the  general 
support  maintenance  capability  for  the  radio  set  throughout  the  xtepublic 
of  Vietnam. 

(15)  Para^rar  i2g(2),  JCy-28,  page  22:  CONCUR.  One  cable  clamp 
must  be  removed  from  the  bottom  of  tho  mount  to  allov/  the  cable  to  extend 
sufficiently  for  connection  to  tho  KI-28,  Once  the  set  is  properly 
installed,  the  problem  is  sliminatod. 

(16)  Paragraph  2g(3),  AN/ARC-54,  pages  22  ?jid  23:  CONCUR.  This 
hoadquarters  vd-ll  query  other  subordinate  commands  for  an  evaluation  of 
the  stated  roconBoereiation  and  for  additional  suggested  solutions  to  tho 
problem, 

(1?)  Para^jraph  2h,  Protective  Glpvos,  page  23:  CONCUR.  This 
headquarters  will  circulate  &  copy  of  the  basic  letter  to  appraise 
other  subordinate  commands  of  this  worthwhilo  recommendation. 

(18)  Paragraph  2i,  Phj-sical  Examinations,  pages  23  and  24:  CONCUR. 
The  improved  eximination  and  screening  of  doorguiuiera  and  crevmhiefa 
pinpointed  a  problem  area  which  precipitated  thorough  evaluations 
throughout  the  group.  Physical  standards  for  these  personnel  have  been 
rigidly  appU.od,  and  they  will  be  closely  and  carefully  examined  in  the 
future . 
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Ending  31  October  1968,  PCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

c.  Soction  'ji  Hoadouartere ,  Department  of  the-  Army  Survey  Information. 
The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  had  no  input  during  the  quarter  for 
the  DA  survey  on  escape,  evasion,  and  survival. 


FOR  THE  C0^21At®Eh: 


'JOSEPH  C.  IE  FLOiE 
IIT,  AGC 
Adjutant 


CF: 

2  ACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  DC  20310 
8  CO,  10th  CAB 
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SUBJECT I  Operational  Raport  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1968,  RCS  GSPOR-65  (r1)  (b) 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Pield  Force  Tletnaa,  AFO  96330 

TOt  Cdttkanding  Central,  lat  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96364 

(C)  This  hsadquartera  has  evaluated  subjeot  report  and  indorsement 
and  makes  the  following  comments t 

a.  Reference  paragraph  2b(2},  Section  2,  page  17,  Aerial  CS  Cas 
Drop.  Nonconcur  for  reasons  stated  by  the  17th  Combat  Aviation,  1st 
IndorBomant.  This  headquarters  has  monitored  operations  using  the 
field  expedient  gas  dispenser  and  found  it  to  be  safe  when  employed 
by  trained  personnel. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  2o(l),  Section  2,  pages  16  and  19,  Flight 
Training  and  Standardization  of  Newly  Assigned  Aviators.  Nonconcur 
for  reasons  stated  by  the  17th  Combat  Aviation  Croup,  Ist  Indorsement. 

o.  Reference  paragraph  2o(2),  Section  2,  page  19,  Standardiza¬ 
tion  of  HR-IH  Training.  Nonconcur  for  reasons  stated  by  the  17th  Com¬ 
bat  Aviation  Group,  Ist  Indorsement.  Additionally,  paragraph  12-116, 
TM  55"1 520-210-20  specifies  that  the  battery  should  be  mounted  in  the 
aft  position  when  armor  seats  are  installed  in  the  helicopter. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER I 


AQC 

4R 


Cy  fumi 
17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp 
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iVBl-C  ,(9  Mot  6e)  }d  Ind 

SOBJECTj  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  51  October  1968  ECS  CSPOR  (Rl)  (u) 

M,  HEADOUAETERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96584  J  Topf; 

THEUi  Commanding  General,  United  States  Amy  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96575 

Commander- in-Chief,  United  States  Amy  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.C.,  205IO 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  this  repcrt,  considers  it  to  be 

adequate,  and  concurs  with  the  contents. 

2»  (c)  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent: 

a.  Paragraph  lf(4)»  page  11.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  th® 
concept  of  fcrming  battalion  Assistance  Teams  to  improve  the  maintenance 
posture  of  any  subordinate  unit. 

b.  Paragraph  lf(5),  page  11.  Nomex  flight  gloves  remain  in  short 
supply.  USAICC  is  requisitioning  ^,000  pair  per  month  for  replacement 
issues.  Both  the  old  brown  flying  gloves  and  the  gray  leather  gloves 
will  be  stocked  until  adequate  supplies  of  the  Nomex  gloves  are  available. 
Approximately  2,000  pair  of  sun  glasses  have  been  issued  to  units  in 

the  past  few  weeks.  Present  stock  is  700  pair  in  the  Qui  Nhon  depot  and 
1,200  pair  in  the  Da  Nang  depot.  Requisitions  for  12,000  pair  for  stock 
have  been  sent  to  CONUS.  They  are  being  shipped  by  Sea-Land  in  uiunarked 
containers  for  security  purposes. 

c.  Paragraph  Ih,  page  I5  and  paragraph  2i,  page  25.  Medical  quali¬ 
fication  requirements  for  crew  chiefs  (Plying  class  5)  ^Jrd  door  gunners 
are  prescribed  in  AR  40-501,  USARV  Regulation  40-45 »  ^i^d  1st  Aviation 
Brigade  Regulation  40-2.  At  present,  the  local  flight  surgeon  certifies 
class  5  exams  if  they  are  qualified.  If  the  individual  is  disqualified 
and  requests  a  waiver,  it  is  forwarded  through  channels  to  HQ,  USARV  for 
action  by  the  USARV  Aviation  ’ledicine  Consultant.  (At  present  he  is 
also  the  1st  Aviation  BrigadM-.  Surgeon.)  No  waiver  is  approved  for  flying 
class  5  unless  recommended  sy  the  examining  flight  surgeon  and  the  unit 
commander.  Experience  has  sliown  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  individuals 
with  appropriate  MOS's  cannot  pass  class  5  standards.  The  commander  has 
the  choice  of  accepting  an  individual  with  waivered  defects  or  to  continue 
looking  for  fully  medically  qualified  personnel.  Door  gunners  require  a 
certificate  from  the  examining  flight  surgeon  based  upon  a  records 

check  general  examination.  A  complete  class  5  exam  is  not  feasible  due 
to  the  numbers  involved.  Qualification  will  be  a  function  of  the  fli^t 
surgeon's  evaluation  and  the  commander's  desires.  Again,  experience  in¬ 
dicates  that  if  the  FS  adheres  to  strict  standards  on  these  exams,  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  adequate  numbers  of  individuals.  A  recurring  problem 
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in  Vietnam  hae  been  the  practice  of  placing  individuals  on  fli^t  status 
long  before  he  is  examined.  When  major  defects  are  discovered  the  com¬ 
manders  in  soma  cases  have  insisted  that  waivers  be  obtained  because 
"you're  Just  taking  away  his  money"  and  "be  has  to  fly  anyway."  The 
requirement  for  periodic  examinations  or. reexaminations  of  individuals  on 
flying  status  in  EVE  has  been  waived  by  DA  unless  deemed  necessary  by  the 
fli^t  s’urgeon  or  commander.  Based  upon  the  above  comments  periodic 
exons  would  appear  of  questionable  value  as  a  general  rule  since  we 
already  know  many  individuals  have  defects.  The  battalion  surgeon,  how¬ 
ever,  Id  t<erfectly  free  to  reexamine  anyr  he  believes  requires  it, 
at  any  time.  Comments  by  the  battalion  surgeon  of  the  10th  CAB  regarding 
examinations  "throaghout  EVE"  are  inappropriate  because  of  his  limited 
sphere  of  information  and  concern.  Any  deficiency  in  quality  of  examina¬ 
tion  within  the  lOtb  CAB  is  his  responsibility  to  correct. 

d.  Paragraph  2a (l),  page  16  and  paragraph  2b (l),  let  Indorsement. 

This  headquarters  concurs  with  unit's  recommendations  concerning  clerical 
personnel.  Many  ^0klC  and  71B20  personnel  observed  by  this  headquarters 
have  been  school  trained  in  their  MD3  althougjr  ACB  scores  indicated  low 
aptitude  for  the  clerical  and  administrative  fields. 

e.  Paragraph  2c,  page  16,  Concur,  let  Aviation  Brigade  is  currently 
conducting  a  CH-l  IP  School  to  train  and  standardize  operational  UH-1 
IP's  in  all  unite  throughout  the  Brigade,  A  one  week  refresher  course 

is  conducted  for  those  IP's  who  have  previously  attended  a  USAAVES  MOI 
course  and  a  two  week  course  for  those  personnel,  recommended  by  unit 
commanders,  who  have  not  ccrapleted  an  HOI  IP  course.  The  ultimate  goal 
of  the  school  ir  to  train  a  minimum  of  two  standardized  Brigade  IP's  in 
each  AUC  or  Air  Cavalry  Troop,  and  one  in  each  Battalion,  Squauron  or 
Group  Standardization  Section. 

f.  Paragraph  2c(2),  page  I9,  paragraph  2b(8),  Ist  Indorsement 

and  paragraph  c  2d  Indorsement.  Battery  should  be  located  in  the  positicn 
that  afforib  ttje  aircraft  the  best  CG  during  a  given  mission.  It  is  t;.e 
reoponsibility  of  the  operator  to  insure  that  the  aircraft  is  operated 
within  CO  limits  at  all  times  and  to  determine  vdiich  configuration 
(buttery  in  forward  or  rear  pc  ultion)  is  best  for  his  mission.  There 
iu  no  constant  "Eule  of  the  Thumb". 

g.  Paragraph  2c(3),  page  19  and  paragraph  2b(9)»  Ist  Indorsement. 

A  throe  and  one  half  week  course  is  oirrently  being  conducted  at  Fort 
Rocker,  Alabama  to  train  basic  entry  maintenance  personnel  (MOS  67AIO) 

as  aircraft  doorgunners  (MOS  67Air).  The  training  howevjr,  is  insufficient 
to  fill  the  requirements  of  aviation  units  iu  RVB.  An  OJT  program  must 
still  be  conducted  after  the  individual  arrives  in-country  to  femiliarize 
him  with  unit  SOP's,  methods  of  operation  and  to  augment  training  received 
uL  th«  foJwl  doo7  g'j.'inoj.'b  school  in  COEUS. 
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h.  Paragraph  2d,  page  19  and  paragraph  2b(lO),  1st  Indorsement. 

Concur  with  need  for  extra  security  guard  personnel.  However,  individual 
locations  will  determine  exact  number  required.  The  security  guard  prob¬ 
lem  is  recognised  by  USAEV  and  some  security  guard  spaces  have  been  al¬ 
located  to  the  CAGs.  USAKV  G-3  Force  Development  indicates  that  extra 
spaces  for  security  force  personnel  ar-e  not  available.  Personnel  for 

a  security  force  must  therefore  come  from  in  country  assets.  Unit  request 
for  such  personnel  should  be  made  to  GAG  HQ  for  reevaluation  of  security 
force  personnel  at  that  level. 

i.  Paragraph  2e(l),  page  20  and  paragraph  2b(ll),  1st  Indorsement. 
Message  containing  information  has  been  dispatched  to  all  Brigade  Groups 
for  their  consideration. 

j.  Paragraph  2e(2),  page  21  and  paragraph  2b(l2),  1st  Indorsement. 
Penepriming  of  sandbags  doubles  service  life  of  sandbags,  however,  for 
more  permanent  type  of  bunker  construction,  fortification  materials, 
i.e.,  lumber,  can  be  requested  through  supply  channels  or  from  supporting 
engineer  units.  Normally,  cement  is  available  only  for  l-EA  construction. 

k.  Paragraph  2o(3),  page  21  and  paragraph  2b (15),  1st  Indorsement. 
USAEV  Aviation  Armament  Section  and  the  34  GS  Group  have  been  apprised 
of  the  modification  mentioned  in  this  report.  34th  Group  will  study 
the  modification,  if  it  is  approved  they  will  issue  instructions  to 
modify  all  XM-21  systems  in  corintry. 

l.  Paragraph  2h(l),  page  23  and  paragraph  2b(l7)»  1st  Indorsement. 

The  rubber  glove,  FSN  84I5-64I-46OI,  presently  being  utilized  by  the 

48th  Ai£,  is  not  authorized  for  this  purpose  in  CTA  5C-901,  dated  5  Oct  66. 
However,  rubber  glove  FSN  8415”823“7455>  LIN  J69845f  is  authorized,  1 
pair  per  individual  when  duty  requires  hand  protection  from  organic  sol¬ 
vents.  Authority  found  in  CTA  50-901 »  page  46.  Recommend  that  rubber 
glove,  FSN  8415-823-7455,  be  utilized  by  refueling  personnel.  This  item 
is  authorized  and  can  be  requisitioned  through  normal  supply  channels. 

FOR  TEE  COMMANDEEi 
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SUBJaCTi  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1968.  RCS  CSFCIR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HEAEQUARTERS,  Uti'ITED  STATES  ARMf,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  2  'J  1968 

TOt  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army*  Pacific,  ATTN;  -"-POP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1,  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  heport-lassons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  1968  from  Headquarters,  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

2.  Connents  follows 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  qualifications  of  clerical  personnel,  page 
16,  paragraph  2a(l)  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2d.  This  headquarters 
will  initiate  a  survey  throughout  U3AKV  to  determine  the  specific  problems. 
Based  on  the  results,  action  will  bo  initiated  to  remedy  the  situation. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  flight  standardisation  and  training  of 
newly  assigned  aviators,  page  18,  paragraph  2e(l);  1st  Indorsement,  para¬ 
graph  2b(7);  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  b;  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph 
2e,  Concur  with  connents  in  the  indorsements. 
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Experiences  of  unit  engaged  In  countertnauraencv  operations.  1  Aug  to  31  Oct  1968 
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CO,  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
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The  following  items  are  recommended  for  Inclusion  In  the  Lessons  Learned 
Index: 


ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE 
**  FOR  OT  RD  # 
***PAGE  # 


ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  # 
PAGE  if 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  if 
PAGE  if 

ITEM  A 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  it 
PAGE  if 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  # 
PAGE  if 


*  Subject  Title:  A  short  (one  sentence  or  phrase)  description  of  the  Item 
of  Interest. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  0  :  Appears  In  the  Reply  Reference  line  of  the  Letter  of  Trans¬ 

mittal.  This  number  must  be  accurately  stated. 


***Page  if 


I  That  page  on  which  the  item  of  Interest  Is  located. 
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